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Bird Records From Northern Nebraska 
During The Breeding Season 

Lester L. Short, Jr. 


INTRODUCTION 

While investigating interactions 
(such as intergradation and hybridi¬ 
zation) among bird populations along 
the Niobrara River from late May 
to early July, 1964, a number of un¬ 
usual sight and specimen records 
were obtained. These are reported 
herein. Localities visited, with total 
time spent at each in parentheses, 
are as follows: 

1. Niobrara River, 10 mi. W Nio¬ 
brara, Knox Co. (11 days). 

2. Niobrara River, 18% mi. NW 
Ainsworth, Brown Co. (11% days). 

3. Niobrara River, 14% mi. SW 
Merriman, Cherry Co. (15 days). 

4. Niobrara River, 10% mi. S 
Rushville, Sheridan Co. (8 days). 

Terms used in describing the abun¬ 
dance of the species discussed below 
were defined earlier (Short, 1961:2). 
Specimens collected during my in¬ 
vestigations are in the national col¬ 
lection (integrated U. S. National 
Museum-Fish and Wildlife Service 
collection in the U. S. National 
Museum) and specimen numbers not¬ 
ed below are their U. S. National 
Museum (U.S.N.M.) numbers. 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 

Prairie Falcon ( Falco mexicanus) 
—A pair was observed during late 
May and early June, and again in 
late June southwest of Merriman, 
western Cherry County. The birds 
were associated with a cliff face 
along the river, and were probably 
nesting. Rapp, et al., (1958) report 
prairie falcons breeding only farther 
west in Sioux and Dawes Counties. 

Chimney Swift ( Chaetura pelagi- 
ca )—This species was noted in most 


northern Nebraska towns west to 
Ainsworth, and occasionally along 
the river as far west as 18% miles 
northwest of Ainsworth, Brown 
County. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker ( Melaner- 
pes carolinus) —This woodpecker oc¬ 
curs locally along the eastern part 
of the Niobrara River, west to 18% 
miles northwest of Ainsworth, Brown 
County (one pair only). It was not 
noted along this river in 1955. 
(Short, 1961:16). 

Great Crested Flycatcher ( Myiar - 
ckus crinitus boreus )—Great Crested 
Flycatchers were common at all lo¬ 
calities, although less so south of 
Rushville, Sheridan County. An adult 
male (U. S. N. M. 480457) with en¬ 
larged testes (13 x 5.5 mm.) was 
secured at the latter locality on July 

5. Here the species was found in cot¬ 
tonwood bottomland and scattered 
ash-box elder groves along slopes ad¬ 
jacent to the river. Its occurrence 
west to Sheridan County is in accord 
with earlier (Short, 1961:14) obser¬ 
vations of these flycatchers in South 
Dakota (western Haakon County). 
The specimen is referable to the race 
boreus. 

Least Flycatcher (Empidonax mi¬ 
nimus )—Least Flycatchers were not¬ 
ed only 18% miles northwest of Ains¬ 
worth, Brown County. At that local¬ 
ity two pairs were situated across the 
river from each other, and both pairs 
occupied cottonwood bottomland-riv¬ 
er-edge brush habitats. A specimen 
from the Valentine area formerly in 
the Ft. Niobrara National Wildlife 
Refuge Museum (now in the national 
collection) labeled Least Flycatcher 
is actually a Traill Flycatcher (Em- 
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pidonax traillii) . The breeding of 
Least Flycatchers in central Nebras¬ 
ka is noteworthy, for the species is 
nowhere common in the state even 
along its eastern border, although it 
breeds in southwestern South Dakota 
(A.O.U. Check-list, 1957, p. 344). 

Purple Martin ( Progne subis) — 
Martins were observed sporadically 
in towns west to Ainsworth, Brown 
County, where they commonly fly 
about the business section of town. 

Black-billed Magpie ( Pica pica) — 
Two magpies were observed June 10 
in the hills south of Verdel, Knox 
County. They were seen flying from 
low brush between two hills. Their 
occurrence so far east at this date 
suggests that they may breed to with¬ 
in sight of the Missouri River. Mag¬ 
pies were observed frequently at the 
other localities, but they were com¬ 
monly found beside the river only 
south of Rushville. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch ( Sitta cana¬ 
densis) — Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were previously noted (Short, 1961: 
16) during the breeding season in 
pines around Chadron, and the sug¬ 
gestion was proferred that this spec¬ 
ies may breed locally in the Pine 
Ridge area. While working in rather 
extensive pine woodland north of the 
Niobrara River 18% miles northwest 
of Ainsworth, Brown County, on 
June 19, I encountered an apparent 
pair of these nuthatches. The two 
birds were feeding in adjacent trees 
and moved together up a slope 
through the pines. When a Chipping 
Sparrow ( Spizella passerina) perch¬ 
ed near one of the nuthatches, it was 
attacked and driven off. I secured 
a male (U.S.N.M. 480454) of this 
“pair”, and the other bird flew away 
after calling for several seconds. The 
bird collected had enlarged testes 
(5.5 x 4.5 mm.). Later the same day 
a second “pair” was observed in 


nearby pines. The occurrence of at 
least four, apparently paired, birds, 
the date, and the condition of the 
gonads in the specimen taken, all in¬ 
dicate local breeding of Red-breasted 
Nuthatches in the pinewoods along 
the central Niobrara River. The 
specimen has quite worn plumage, 
and I am unable to assign it to 
subspecies at this time. 

Catbird ( Dumetella carolinensis ) 
—Catbirds were observed at all locali¬ 
ties. They were common only at the 
eastern-most locality, and locally 
common 18% miles northwest of 
Ainsworth, local and uncommon (1 
pair at edge of a swamp) southwest 
of Merriman, and locally common 
south of Rushville. At the latter 
locality in Sheridan County catbirds 
were fairly numerous (locally com¬ 
mon) in brush around several 
marshes. 

Bell Vireo ( Vireo bellii )—This 
species was local and uncommon at 
the very eastern end (Knox County) 
of the Niobrara River, but was other¬ 
wise common westward to Sheridan 
County. 

Yellow-throated Vireo ( Vireo flavir 
frons) —A local breeder in eastern 
Nebraska, this vireo has not been 
reported breeding in the central part 
of the state. Three scattered, singing 
males and one female were observed 
18% miles northwest of Ainsworth, 
Brown County, during late May and 
June. A male (U.S.N.M. 480455) 
with enlarged testes (8x4 mm.) was 
collected on June 17 in open, second- 
growth woods containing ashes, elms 
and box-elders. The bird was singing 
and feeding in the top of a small ash. 

Parula Warbler ( Parula avnerica- 
na) —On June 21 a Parula Warbler 
was heard singing in cottonwoods 
beside dense river-side vegetation 
18% miles northwest of Ainsworth, 
Brown County. The bird sang 3-5 
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times per minute for 20 minutes as it 
fed. There was no sign of a female 
and no other Parula Warblers were 
seen along the Niobrara River. The 
warbler proved to be an adult male 
(U.S.N.M. 480453) with enlarged 

testes (7 x 4.5 mm.). The presence 
of a singing male with enlarged 
testes in central Nebraska suggests 
the possibility that this species might 
nest at suitable, widely scattered 
spots along the Missouri-Niobrara 
Rivers. More probably, the specimen 
represents a vagrant from farther 
east, unable to locate a female so 
far out of its normal range. 

Cerulean Warbler ( Dendroica cae- 
rulea) —Cerulean Warblers breed in 
southeastern Nebraska (Rapp, et al., 
1958), and occur north of Nebraska 
in southern Minnesota and northern 
Iowa. While walking through a grove 
of ashes and box-elders along a slope 
above the Niobrara River south of 
Rushville on June 6, I was stopped 
by the song of a Cerulean Warbler. 
The bird was singing frequently (2-3 
times per minute) and feeding in the 
top of an ash tree. I secured the 
warbler (U.S.N.M. 480456), a male 
with enlarged testes (6 x 4.5 mm.), 
and a light accumulation of fat. No 
female was observed. This individual 
probably was a vagrant which had 
wandered up the Missouri and Nio¬ 
brara Rivers into western Nebraska. 

Orchard Oriole ( Icterus spurius) — 
This species was common at all local¬ 
ities, and outnumbered the Baltimore 
Oriole (I. galbula) in western Cherry 
County and Sheridan County. 

Cardinal ( Pyrrhuloxia cardinalis 
cardinalis )—Although in southern 
Nebraska the Cardinal occurs west 
to the Colorado border, it is quite 
local and less western in its distri¬ 
bution in the central and northern 
parts of the state (Rapp, et al., 1958; 
Short, 1961). Cardinals were common 


along the eastern part of the Nio¬ 
brara River, but became progressive¬ 
ly more local in distribution west¬ 
ward into central Nebraska. No 
cardinals were observed in 15 days 
spent southwest of Merriman in 
western Cherry County. However, 
one pair was encountered, and the 
male (U.S.N.M. 480458) collected 

south of Rushville in Sheridan 
County. The pair occupied a large 
brushy area, partly on an open hill¬ 
side, and partly in a grove of ashes, 
box-elders and cottonwoods at the 
base of the slope. The male had en¬ 
larged testes (8 x 5.5 mm.) and was 
singing sporadically. The specimen 
is assignable to the nominate race 
cardinalis. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
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Howard Woon of the Ft. Niobrara 
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SUMMARY 

Field work along the Niobrara Riv¬ 
er during the 1964 breeding season 
produced range extension informa¬ 
tion and records of birds of vagrant 
or casual status. Further evidence is 
presented for breeding of Red-breast¬ 
ed Nuthatches in Nebraska. Records 
are noted of a Cerulean Warbler in 
northwestern Nebraska, and a Parula 
Warbler in central Nebraska (both in 
June). Western range extensions ap¬ 
pear indicated for Cardinals and 
Great Crested Flycatchers. Informa¬ 
tion is also presented on the occur¬ 
rence of these species during the 
breeding season: in eastern Nebraska 
—Black-billed Magpies and Bell 
Vireos; in central Nebraska—Chim¬ 
ney Swifts, Red-bellied Woodpeckers, 
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Least Flycatchers, Purple Martins 
and Yellow-throated Vireos; in west- 
central Nebraska—Prairie Falcons; 
and in western Nebraska—Catbirds 
and Orchard Orioles. 
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The following comments by Mr. 
Short afford an interesting back¬ 
ground : 

The Niobrara River is unique in 
the Great Plains by virtue of the 
presence along the major part of 
the river of a ponderosa pine wood¬ 
land. This western tree occurs in the 
hills along the river, and occasionally 
down to its banks, from south of 
Rushville, Sheridan County, east 175 
miles about to Holt and Boyd Coun¬ 
ties. To the east, the pines give way 
to oak growth, while to the west, 
grassland separates ponderosas of 

The pines, interestingly, are larger 
and more extensive in the eastern, 


the Pine Ridge from the Niobrara 
pinelands. Although the pinewoods 
along the Niobrara are generally 
known to botanists through the work 
of Bessey, Pound, Clements and 
others, zoologists have apparently 
never noted their uniqueness, 
rather than the western portion of 
the Niobrara. From Valentine to Riv- 
erview the pines are quite extensive, 
covering areas of one or several 
square miles at a stretch (especially 
just east of Valentine). West from 
Valentine the pines diminish in num¬ 
bers and become ever more scattered 
along bluffs immediately adjacent 
to the river. 

The importance of the river for 
present breeding bird populations is 
presently under investigation. The 
pinelands undoubtedly afford a good 
stopping place for migrating birds, 
and may attract wintering finches 
not commonly found in the Central 
Plains. Certain western birds may 
be drawn eastwardly by these woods 
during migration, and the reverse 
may also occur. Indeed, the above 
article suggests that the Niobrara is 
a good place to look for vagrants and 
unusual birds. Study of the breeding 
birds along the river and in the pines 
will help to ascertain the significance 
of the pinelands for bird populations. 
Investigation of the taxonomy of 
birds breeding in the area may en¬ 
able us to shed light also on the re¬ 
cent history of the Niobrara pine- 
woods, perhaps allowing a guess as 
to how long ago these woods were 
connected with similar woodlands in 
the Pine Ridge. 
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Two Species of Ibis Seen in Nebraska in May, 1964 

WHITE-FACED EBIS IN GRANT COUNTY 




White-faced Ibis near Whitman, May, 1964 


One of the most interesting and un¬ 
usual Nebraska species that I added 
to my life list this year is the White¬ 
faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi). Two in¬ 
dividuals of this species were observ¬ 
ed in the Sand Hills in Grant County 
on May 17th. This was the day fol¬ 
lowing the NOU spring meeting in 
Ogallala. These birds were observed 
just west of Whitman, Nebraska, and 
a short distance off State Highway 
2 as they fed in the shallow water 
along the edge of the marsh, part of 


a lake and marsh covering about .75 
by .5 miles. They were quite tame. 
So long as I stayed in the car, they 
paid little attention to me but flew 
as I left the car and endeavored to 
get closer on foot. 

Similar in size but most dissimilar 
in appearance to the Long-billed Cur¬ 
lew, they appeared coal black from a 
distance. In the early morning sun 
the irridescence of their wing feath¬ 
ers, which gave off a bluish-purple 
cast, was most apparent. The colora- 
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tion of both birds, presumed to be a 
male and a female, was identical. 
In their special costumes worn only 
during the breeding season replete 
with white feathers at the base of 
the bill that completely encompassed 
the eye, the birds presented a strik¬ 
ing appearance against the somber 
backdrop of last year’s rushes in the 
marsh. 

This species is an irregular and 
uncommon visitor to the Sand Hills. 
This was my first encounter with the 
species and fortunately I had my 
telescopic camera along and was suc¬ 
cessful in securing several good shots 
while the birds were feeding and also 
in flight. Local ranchers report that 


the pair stayed in the immediate 
area for one week and then departed. 

A study of the literature on the 
Ibis would indicate that initially this 
species was first called the White¬ 
faced Glossy Ibis. Roger Tory Peter¬ 
son reports that frequently this 
species is incorrectly reported as the 
Glossy Ibis ( Plegadis falcinellus faci- 
nellus). The reason for this is that 
the immature birds and adults in 
their non-breeding plumage lack the 
white face feathers. To eliminate some 
of the confusion, authorities prefer 
to drop the name “Glossy” from the 
western species Plegadis chihi and 
use the common and more simple 
name “White-faced Ibis”.— Glenn 
LeDioyt, Omaha. 


GLOSSY IBIS IN YORK COUNTY 


Last spring, when I returned from 
the spring NOU meeting, I was told 
about two queer-looking birds that 
were staying in a pond only about a 
mile from my house. From the des¬ 
cription I thought they sounded like 
something unusual, but I was really 
surprised when I went to see them. 
Standing within fifty feet of the road 
were two Glossy Ibises. I could hard¬ 
ly believe my eyes at first. I checked 
both Eastern and Western Guides by 
Peterson and also Pough’s “Audubon 
Water Bird Guide” and I’m sure 
these birds were what Peterson calls 
Eastern Glossy Ibis ( Plegadis falci¬ 
nellus falcinellus) . These birds show¬ 
ed no white at the base of the bill 
and also lacked any reddish color in 
the bill and legs as Pough describes 
the White-faced Glossy Ibis as hav¬ 
ing. Peterson’s Western Guide says 
the White-faced' Ibis shows white at 
the base of the bill in breeding plu¬ 
mage, going in back of and under the 
eye. This was the time of year that 


they should have been in breeding 
plumage. After reading up on the 
migration of Glossy Ibises, I found 
that they do occasionally get as far 
north as southern Canada. For sever¬ 
al days I made it a point to go past 
this small basin to observe these 
birds. They were usually both in 
plain sight pretty close to the road. 
After a few days I usually could see 
only one, but the other one would 
stay in some tall grass by one edge 
of the pond and call in a very hoarse 
manner as I stood looking. This went 
on for nearly a week after I first 
saw them and I had just about decid¬ 
ed that possibly this one had a nest 
in the tall grass when the farmer 
who owns the land turned a lot of 
cattle into the area and I never saw 
the Ibises again. I looked for a nest 
or the remains of a nest the day the 
cattle were turned in but could find 
none. I talked with neighbors who 
had seen these birds as much as 
three days before I saw them so I 
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figure they had to have been here at 
least seven to ten days. Since the 
birds stayed so long and usually were 
very close I could observe them very 
carefully, and also since no other 
bird looks anything like them with 
their long decurved bills and unique 
coloring there was no chance for mis¬ 
taken identity. The pond they were 
in was shallow and covered by grass, 
except for a ditch about thirty feet 
wide across one side. The ditch is 
deep and open water. We have many 
such rainwater basins in this area, 
and there seemed to be nothing un¬ 
usual about this one to account for 
its selection by the birds.— Lee Mor¬ 
ris, Bradshaw. 

The 1957 edition of the A. O. U. 
Check-list says that the Glossy Ibis 
breeds (casually) in Texas (about 70 
miles west of Houston), and that it 
wanders north through states east of 
the Mississippi River, while the 
White-faced Ibis wanders north as 
far east as Ohio and western New 
York. The “Revised Check-list of Ne¬ 
braska Birds ” (1958) lists the 

White-faced Ibis but not the Glossy 
Ibis, and the same is true of the 
“Check-list of the Birds of Nebraska” 
(Nebraska Bird Review, XIII, No. 1, 
1945). But “A Preliminary Review 
of the Birds of Nebraska ” (Bruner, 
Wolcott, Swenk, 1904) lists both, and 
says that one specimen of the Glossy 
Ibis was taken at Omaha and two 


near Norfolk, and that two specimens 
of the White-faced Ibis were taken 
at Omaha (at different times) and 
one at Clarks. Bent’s Life Histories 
of North American Marsh Birds 
(1926) p. 51 says that specimens of 
the Glossy Ibis have been taken in 
Illinois, Ohio, Ontario, Wisconsin, 
and Colorado (3, at different times 
from 1898 to 1905) and adds “Ac¬ 
counts of the occurence of this spec¬ 
ies in other States have been either 
indefinite or have proved upon in¬ 
vestigation to refer to the white- 
faced glossy ibis.” 

A check of recent issues of the 
Bird Review shows the following re¬ 
ports: in 1964 the White-faced Ibis 
was seen in Lincoln Co. April 26 
(32:68) and in Keith Co. May 16 
(32:60); in 1962 in Clay Co. (31:11); 
in 1954 a White-faced Ibis was re¬ 
ported from Columbus for May 16 
(22:52) and a Glossy Ibis from Hall 
Co. for October 6 (24:10) (in view 
of Peterson’s warning this might be 
questioned as to species); in 1953 a 
White-faced Ibis was seen in Ante¬ 
lope Co. May 5 and in Lancaster Co. 
May 3 (21:47); Glossy Ibises were 
seen at North Platte May 14, 1950 
and in Kimball Co. in 1949 (18:68). 
There were 10 birds in the flock 
seen in Lancaster Co. in 1953 (21:37) 
and not all of them showed the white 
face. The observers concluded that 
the others were White-faced Ibises 
in non-breeding plumage rather than 
Glossy Ibises. 
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Nesting Report, 1964 


In the 1963 Nesting Report it was 
stated' that this (1964) report would 
be by specific localities rather than 
by areas. In addition, an attempt has 
been made to give more of the in¬ 
formation from the individual re¬ 
ports without making the report too 
cluttered with details. The birds 
which spend the summer in Nebras¬ 
ka may be presumed to nest here, 
but the instructions for the nesting 
report call for reporting only those 
cases in which specific evidence of 
nesting is observed. The White- 
throated Swift, Scissor-tailed Fly¬ 
catcher and Audubon’s Warbler re¬ 
cords in this report are the first 
listed since these reports were be¬ 
gun in 1956, though they may have 
been reported otherwise (e.g., Nest¬ 
ing of the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
in Gage County, NBR 27:19). 

The areas reported upon and the 
observers are: 

Column 5 Adams, Harold Turner, 
Holstein. See Webster. 

7 Cass, Mrs. Donald Wood and 
Mrs. Paul Heineman, Plattsmouth. 

3 Clay (marked c in column), Ray¬ 
mond D. Evans and Carl W. Wolfe. 

2 Dawes, Miss Doris Gates, Chad- 
ron, and Mrs. W. A. Neeland, 
Hemingford. 

6 Douglas (and Sarpy), R. G. 
Cortelyou and Glenn LeDioyt, Oma¬ 
ha. 

3 Garden (marked g in column), 
Mrs. Roy J. Witschy, Scottsbluff. 

4 Lincoln, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Viehmeyer, Mrs. M. F. Shiekley, Mrs. 
Kenneth Pruess, Mrs. B. R. Somer- 
halder, Mrs. Walter Nielsen, Miss 
Margaret Morton, North Platte, and 
Mrs. Morris A. Cox, Hershey. 

8 Nemaha, Mrs. Adolf Wensien, 
Brown ville. 


6 Sarpy, included with Douglas. 

1 Scottsbluff, Mrs. Roy J. Witschy 
and Mrs. S. R. Young. 

3 Sioux (marked s in column) Mrs. 
Roy J. Witschy. 

Webster, see Adams. Mr. Turner 
still lives and observes at the same 
place in southern Adams County. His 
observations have been reported un¬ 
der Webster in the past because his 
post-office formerly was Bladen, in 
Webster County. 

The columns are numbered to give 
a roughly west to east order, except 
for column 3 which combines 3 coun¬ 
ties: 1 Scottsbluff, 2 Dawes, 3 Clay, 
Garden, Sioux, 4 Lincoln, 5 Adams, 
6 Douglas and Sarpy, 7 Cass, 8 Ne¬ 
maha. 

The following symbols are used: 

B building nest, or at a completed 
nest, and no mention of eggs or 
young. 

C common nester (the only specific 
designation specified in the report¬ 
ing instructions, and sometimes the 
only information supplied). 

F feeding young away from nest. 

G gathering or carrying food. 

M gathering or carrying nesting 
material. 

N seen at a completed nest—brood¬ 
ing, eggs or nestlings seen, feeding 
at nest, etc. This symbol is used in 
preference to any other. (It includes 
parasitical eggs found in other 
nests.) 

X reported only as “nesting”. 

Y young observed away from nest, 
but no feeding mentioned. 

Where dates were given in the re¬ 
ports they have been used, with the 
following abbreviations for the var¬ 
ious months: Ja, F, Mr, Ap, My, Je, 
Jy, Au, S, O. 



1 


2 


3 


Great Blue Heron 

Green Heron 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
Canada Goose 

Mallard 

Blue^winged Teal 

Wood Duck 

Red-tailed’ Hawk 


Y 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Swainson’s Hawk 

Marsh Hawk 


Jy 19 N 

Prairie Falcon 


Y 

Sparrow Hawk 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 


Jy 26 Y 

Bobwhite 

Ring-necked Pheasant 


Au 6 Y 

Turkey 


Y 

Killdeer 


Y 

Long-billed Curlew 

N 


Upland Plover 


Jy 6 Y 

Rock Dove 

Mourning Dove 

N 

Jy 9 N 

My-Jy, N 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Blackbilled Cuckoo 

Screech Owl 

Great Horned Owl 


Y 

Burrowing Owl 


Jy 11 F 

Chimney Swift 

White-throated Swift 


B 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 




6 


7 


8 


© 


4 5 


My 20 B 
My 10 B 
Je 20 Y 
My 10 Y 
Jy, Au, y 
Au 30 y 


Au Y 


c 

c 


Ju, Au, Y 
Y 


Jy 31 Y 

Au 16 Y 
Au 16 Y 


X 


Je, Jy, Y 

C 

Ju 16 Y 

Jy, Au, Y 

C 

Jy 30 Y 

Je, Au, Y 

C 

Au 1 Y 

Jy Y 

C Ap, My, B 

Jy 30 Y 


Au Y 

C 


Y 


My-Au, N 
Au 18 F 


Mr, Ap, X 
My 10 X 


C Jy 2 Y 

C Jy, Au, N My, Au, Y 
C Au 9 Y 

Au 2 Y 
Je 4 Y 

C N 


Y 

X 


Jy B 


Je 30 Y 


N 




1 2 


Belted Kingfisher 


Y 

Flicker 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 


Y 

Hairy Woodpecker 


G 

Downy Woodpecker 


G 

Eastern Kingbird 


My 25 B 

Western Kingbird 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 

N 

My 28 N 

Say’s Phoebe 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

Horned Lark 


My 7 N 

Bank Swallow 


Jy 25 G 

Rough-winged Swallow 


Jy 25 G 

Barn Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 

Purple Martin 

B 

Je-Au N 

Blue Jay 

B 


Black-billed Magpie 


Y 

Common Crow 


Y 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 


Y 

White-breasted Nuthatch 


Y 

House Wren 

N, F 

Y, B 

Mockingbird 

Catbird 


My-Je N 

Brown Thrasher 


Y 


N, g 
Je N, c 


N, s 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 





Jy 10 Y 



My B, Au Y 

C 


Je 8 Y 

My 17 B 



Je, Au, Y 

C 

Jy-S Y 

Au 1 Y 



Jy Y 

C 


Jy 15 Y 



Jy Y 

C 


Je 13 Y 



Je 20 Y 

C 


Je 18 Y 



Je, Jy, Y 

C 






C 






C 


Jy 8 B 


2 

o 

My 22 B 

C 




O' 

a 



Au 7 F 

Je 25 Y 


p 

w 

Ap, Je, Y 

C 

Ap 23 F 

Au 18 Y 


p 



Jy-Au B 

Jy 1 B 


gj 

My-S Y 





a 

C 


Je 22 B 


W 

My B, Jy Y 



My 6 B 

X 

(D 

| 

Je 24 N 



Ap-Au N 

X 

My, Jy Y 

C 


Je 30 Y 

Y 


My N 

My B, Y 

C 


Je 28 B 



Je Y 

C 


Je 30 Y 

Je 18 B 

Je 16 Y 



My 10 B 

C 


Je, S Y 

B, Y 


Jy 2 B 

C 


Je 8 Y 



My M, 

Je, Au Y 

C 

Je 19 N 

My 31 Y 

G 

I — 1 



3 


1 2 


Robin 

Eastern Bluebird 

N 

My 27 F 

Mountain Bluebird 

Cedar Waxwing 

Loggerhead Shrike 


Y 

Starling 


Y 

Bell’s Vireo 

My B 


Red-eyed Vireo 


Y 

Warbling Vireo 

Yellow Warbler 

Je 23 N 


Audubon’s Warbler 


Y 

Yellowthroat 


Je 11 Y 

American Redstart 


B 

House Sparrow 

Bobolink 

Eastern Meadowlark 


Y 

Western Meadowlark 


My 25 N 

Red-winged Blackbird 


Jy 9 N 

Orchard Oriole 

Baltimore Oriole 


My-Au 
X, F 

Bullock’s Oriole 


B 

Brewer’s Blackbird 


My-Jy N 

Common Grackle 

N 

N 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
Cardinal 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 


My-Je N 

Black-headed Grosbeak 

Blue Grosbeak 


Y 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

My-Au Y 

C 

My 10 B 

My-Je Y 

N, Y 

My-Je B 

C 

Je, Au Y 

Jy 9 Y 

N 

Jy 2 Y 



Je 8 M 

Au 9 Y 


Au Y 

C 




My-Jy F 

C 


C 



C 


Je 5 B 


Je-Jy B 



Jy 29 Y 





Jy 29 Y 

Jy 24 Y 


Ap-S N 

C 


C 

C 

My-Jy M, G 



Jy 17 Y 


My-Jy 

C 




G, M, Y 
Je-Au N 

C 

My 12 B 

Je 29 B 


Je-Jy F 

C 


Jy 10 Y 


Je-Au F 

C 

My 7 B 

Jy 8 Y 

B 

Je-Jy F 

C 


Je 27 B 

G 

N, Je Y 

C 


Je 26 Y 


Jy Y 


Au 7 Y 

Je, Au Y 

Y 




Jy 7 Y 


Jy 12 F 

C 






Indigo Bunting 
Dickcissel 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 

Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
White-winged Junco 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

Total Species 99 


1 

2 3 

4 

N 

N, g, s 

Jy 22 

N 

Y 

Je 25 
Jy-Au 


My-Jy N 

Jy-Au 


N 

Jy-Au 


X 


B 

Y 

X 

13 

50 7 

55 



5 

6 

7 




Jy 28 Y 

N 

C 


Au 8 Y 

M 

C 


Au 22 Y 

Y 



Jy 2 Y 

Y 

C 




C 



Y 

C 


Jy 8 F 




Je 2 M 




N (note) 


46 

16 

60 



8 


15 


td 


When the wheat was combined it 
exposed an undamaged Marsh 
Hawk’s nest with 4 white eggs. The 
female came back once, settled down 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
Nesting In Clay County 

On June 1, 1964, while conducting 
field work in connection with Pitt- 
man-Robertson Project W-28-R “Life 
History and Ecology of the Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant” the authors ob¬ 
served a pair of Scissor-tailed Fly¬ 
catchers ( Muscivora forficata (Gme- 
lin) feeding in a freshly mowed al¬ 
falfa field near Harvard. 

The birds were repeatedly observed 
in the immediate area and on June 
19 the nest was located. One of the 
adult birds was on the nest and two 
successfully hatched eggs were on 
the ground beneath the nest. 

Because of the location of the nest 
on a small branch in an osage-orange 
tree, it was not possible to examine 
the nest or the nestlings. The adults 
were last observed on June 26 and 
the young were never observed. 

The Revised Check-list of Nebras¬ 
ka Birds lists the Scissor-tailed Fly¬ 
catcher as a rare summer resident 
along the Kansas border. Also listed 
are breeding records for Logan. 
Lancaster and Adams County which 
is adjacent to Clay County and one 
tier of counties north of the Kansas 
border. 

—Raymond D. Evans and Carl W. 
Wolfe; Game, Forestation and Parks 
Commission, Sutton . 


Song Sparrow Nesting 
At Plattsmouth 

We have dates for each month of 
spring and summer for the Song 
Sparrow at the Plattsmouth Water- 
fowl Refuge in Cass County. We are 
sure this is a nesting pair. This is 
the second year we have observed a 
pair of Song Sparrows at this nest¬ 
ing site, but this year (1964) is the 
first year we have found the nest. 

Each time we visited the site one 
bird was usually found singing in a 
small (8 ft.) mulberry tree, just a 
few feet from the small (11 ft.) 
American Elm tree in which we 
found the nest. The nest was approx¬ 
imately 4 feet above ground, in a 
fork. The tree was on a rather steep 
bank, ten feet above the Missouri 
River, just south of the junction of 
the Platte River. The nest was over 
land, but part of the nest tree was 
over the river. At 'least one singing 
bird was seen on April 22 and 24, 
May 2, 6 and 16, and June 12. Two 
birds were seen June 14. Later in 
June the water was high enough to 
endanger a nest on the ground near 
the river. A singing bird was seen 
July 18, and one bird was seen July 
28 and August 9, two on August 14, 
three on August 17 and September 
9, four on September 13 in the nest¬ 
ing area, and eight on October 5 
(probably migrants). 

The nest was found October 5, 
after the leaf cover disappeared. 

— Mrs. Donald Wood, Plattsmouth 




Nebraska Bird Review 


15 


A Changed Habitat 

Lorene D. Heineman 


The Plattsmouth Waterfowl 
Management Area, which has been 
in active operation for about five and 
one-half years, is an interesting 
example of a successfully changed 
habitat. From about 1,500 acres of 
river bottom land covered with na¬ 
tive trees and shrubs, home for nu¬ 
merous song birds and an occasional 
shore bird in a slough, it has become 
an area with a large lake and fields, 
attractive to thousands of water-fowl 
in migration. Fortunately there was 
space, and the Game Commission had 
the foresight, to leave a forested 
area on the west edge for song birds. 
A tract of native woodland along the 
Platte River was added recently. A 
change from a native habitat to an 
artificial one is often questionable, 
but by its management this change 
is now proving an advantage to 
birders, fishermen and picnickers. 
Most of the entire area is now ac¬ 
cessible in all weathers to cars, 
where formerly hiking was necessary 
except in driest weathers. Song birds 
as well as water-fowl now have a 
protected place, even if limited. The 
concentrations of water-fowl in mi¬ 
gration are an impressive sight, and 
many birds not listed before are be¬ 
ing seen. The first Resident Man¬ 
ager, Mr. Harold Edwards, showed 
good sense and imagination in his 
preparation of picnic grounds, and 
a hiking trail through an undistrub- 
ed stand of native forest. If the hilly 
wooded tract south-west of the Bur¬ 
lington tracks and the Refuge could 
be added for protection, this would 
be a great advantage in preserving 
more native song bird habitat, so 
much of which is being lost to in¬ 
dustry and housing. 


The entire area is open to the pub¬ 
lic from April 15 to September 15. 
During water-fowl migration it is 
closed, but by making arrangements 
ahead with the Resident Manager in¬ 
terested groups may take guided 
tours to see water-fowl concentra¬ 
tions, or do other birding. 

The water, game and field birds 
are found in the main part of the 
area, on the lake, ponds and culti¬ 
vated fields. The sand bars at the 
mouth of the Platte River are attrac¬ 
tive to sandpipers, gulls, plovers and 
wading birds, as are back waters in 
times of high water. Look for swal¬ 
lows over the fields and rivers. Song 
birds are numerous in the willows 
and other trees along the Missouri 
River bank, and also in the picnic 
areas and along the trail to the north 
along the Platte River. The last nam¬ 
ed area is full of sycamores, and at¬ 
tractive to warblers in migration. 

The following is an example of the 
unusual that can be observed in a 
protected area. In May, 1964, a Com¬ 
mon Canada and a White-fronted 
Goose were seen frequently together, 
and the White-fronted Goose estab¬ 
lished a nest in the goose pen, and 
laid one egg. The nest was guarded 
by the Canada Goose for about two 
weeks. But since the nest was against 
the perimeter fence some mammal 
was able to reach through, bring out 
the egg, and destroy it. It is not 
known whether the egg was fertile. 

In the following list “and vicinity” 
refers to the small wooded area con¬ 
tiguous to the Refuge on the west, 
the road leading to the Pump House 
and the Refuge, and the road lead¬ 
ing east on Main Street to the Mis¬ 
souri River and the dock area. For 
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water-fowl we tried to list the month 
when only one record was made, or 
the months of greatest concentra¬ 
tions. The last, of course, depends on 
weather, flood or other natural con¬ 
ditions. Any list for the area can 
not be definitive in only five and 
one-half years, but it does give a 
picture of what might be expected at 
certain times .—Plattsmouth 


Plattsmouth Waterfowl 
Management Area 
and Vicinity 

Check List of birds after six and 
one half years of active operation.* 
Compiled by Mrs. Paul Heineman, 
Mr. Harold Edwards and Mrs. Don 
Wood. Terms used are: P—Perman¬ 
ent, S—Summer, W—Winter, M— 
Migrant, U—Unusual. (So far as 
could be determined.) 

Pied-billed Grebe, M Mch, Apr. 

and Nov. 

White Pelican, M Apr., May and 
Sept., Oct., Nov. 
Double-crested Cormorant, M Apr., 

May 

Great Blue Heron, S Mch.-Nov. 
Snowy Egret, M 

Green Heron, M and S Apr.-Sept. 
Common Egret, Fall M Sept. 
Black-crowned Night Heron, M 

Sept. (1 record) 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron, U M 

Aug. 

Least Bittern, U M Aug. 
American Bittern, Oct. (1 record) 
Whistling Swan, U (1 record) 

Nov. 

Canada Goose, M Mch., Apr., and 
Oct., Nov. (and some 
nesting at Refuge.) 
White-fronted Goose, M Mch, Apr. 

and Oct., Nov. 

* Fall 1964 observations added after 
main article was set. 


Snow Goose, M Mch., Apr. and 
Oct., Nov. 

Blue Goose, M Mch., Apr. and 
Oct., Nov. 

Mallard, M and S sometimes W 

Gadwall, M Apr. 

Pintail, M and S Mch.-Nov. 
Green-winged Teal, M Mch., Apr. 

and Oct., Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal, M and S Apr.- 

Nov. 

American Widgeon, M Apr. and 

Nov. 

Shoveler, M and S Mch.-Nov. 

Wood Duck, M and S Mch.,-Aug. 
Redhead, M Mch., Apr. and Nov. 

Ring-necked Duck, M Mch., Apr. 
Canvasback, M Febr., Mch. 

Lesser Scaup, M Mch., Apr. and 

Nov. 

Bufflehead, M Apr. and Nov. 
Hooded Merganser, U M Apr. 

and Nov. 

Common Merganser, M Febr .-Apr. 

and Nov. 

Turkey Vulture, S 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, M 
Cooper’s Hawk, P 
Red-tailed Hawk, P Nests 
Red-shouldered Hawk, M 
Broad-winged Hawk M 
Rough-legged Hawk, M W 
Ferruginous Hawk, U (1 record- 
Febr.) 

Bald Eagle, U W (recorded in 
Febr., Apr. and Nov.) 
Marsh Hawk, P 
Osprey, M 
Pigeon Hawk, M 
Sparrow Hawk, P 
Bobwhite, P (nests when no flood¬ 
ing) 

Ring-necked Pheasant, P (Consi¬ 
derable nesting) 

American Coot, M 
Semipalmated Plover, M 
Killdeer, S (nesting) 

Black-bellied Plover, U M Oct. 
Common Snipe, M Aug. 
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Upland Plover, M May and Aug. 

Spotted Sandpiper, M S 

Solitary Sandpiper, M 

Greater Yellowlegs, M 

Lesser Yellowlegs, M 

Pectoral Sandpiper, M May and 

Aug. 

Pectoral Sandpiper, U M (1 re¬ 
cord May) 

White-rumped Sandpiper, M 
Baird’s Sandpiper, M 
Least Sandpiper, M 
Long-billed Dowitcher, M Aug. 
Stilt Sandpiper, M Aug. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, M 
Sanderling, U M Oct. 

Black-necked Stilt, U M 
Black-necked Stilt, M (1 record 

Aug.) 

Wilson’ Palarope, M 

Northern Phalarope, U M Sept. 

Herring Gull, M 

Ring-billed Gull, M 

Franklin’s Gull, M 

Forster’s Tern, U M 

Common Tern, U M 

Least Tern, M S 

Caspian Tern, U M 

Black Tern, M 

Rock Dove, P 

Mourning Dove, S (W Variable.) 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, S 
Black-billed Cuckoo, S Variable 
Screech Owl, P 
Great Horned Owl, P 
Snowy Owl, U W 
Burrowing Owl, U 
Barred Owl, U P 
Short-eared Owl, U W 
Common Nighthawk, S 
Chimney Swift, S 
Belted Kingfisher, P 
Flicker, P 

Red-bellied Woodpecker, P 
Red-headed Woodpecker, S 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, W 
Hairy Woodpecker, P 
Downy Woodpecker, P 
Eastern Kingbird, S 


Great Crested Flycatcher, S 
Eastern Phoebe, S 
Least Flycatcher, S M 
Eastern Wood Pewee, S 
Horned Lark, P variable 
Tree Swallow, M 
Bank Swallow, S 
Rough-winged Swallow, S 
Barn Swallow, S 
Cliff Swallow, S 

Nests—Platte R. Bridge 
Purple Martin, S 
Blue Jay, P 
Common Crow, P 
Black-capped Chickdee, P 
Tufted Titmouse, P 
White-breasted Nuthatch, P 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, W 
Brown Creeper, W 
House Wren, S 
Winter Wren, W variable 
Carolina Wren, P variable 
Catbird, S 
Brown Thrasher, S 
Robin, S (W variable) 

Swainson’s Thrush, M 
Gray-cheeked Thrush, M 
Veery, M 
Eastern Bluebird, P 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, M W 
Water Pipit, M (April ’64 150) 
Cedar Waxwing, (P variable) 
Loggerhead Shrike, S 
Starling, P 
Bell’s Vireo, S 
Red-eyed Vireo, S 
Warbling Vireo, S 
Worm-eating Warbler, M 
Blue-winged Warbler, U M 
Tennessee Warbler, M 
Nashville Warbler, M 
Parula Warbler, M 
Yellow Warbler, S 
Myrtle Warbler, M W 
Ovenbird, M 

Northern Waterthrush, M 
Yellowthroat, S 
Yellow-breasted Chat, S 
Wilson’s Warbler, M 
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American Redstart, S 
House Sparrow, P 
Eastern Meadowlark, P 
Western Meadowlark, W (S vari¬ 
able) 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, M 
Redwinged Blackbird, S 
Orchard Oriole, S 
Baltimore Oriole, S 
Rusty Blackbird, M 
Brewer’s Blackbird, M 
Common Grackle, S 
Brown-headed Cowbird, S 
Cardinal, P 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak, S 
Indigo Bunting, S 
Dickcissel, S Numerous 
Common Redpoll, W 
Pine Siskin, W 
American Goldfinch, P 
Rufous-sided Towhee, S 
Savannah Sparrow, M May, Sept.- 

Oct. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow, M 
Henslow’s Sparrow, M Aug. 

Vesper Sparrow, M 
Lark Sparrow, S 
Slate-colored Junco, W 
Tree Sparrow, W 
Chipping Sparrow, S 
Field Sparrow, S 
Harris’ Sparrow, M W 
White-crowned Sparrow, M (W 
variable) 

White-throated Sparrow, M W 
Lincoln’s Sparrow, M 
Song Sparrow, M W 


General Notes 

RECORD OF COMMON LOON 
IN BUFFALO COUNTY — While 
traveling toward Grand Island along 
Interstate Highway 80, the appear¬ 
ance of three large waterfowl swim¬ 
ming on one of the adjacent barrow 
pits attracted my attention. Slowing 
the vehicle’s speed as I advanced the 


three birds were tentatively identi¬ 
fied as Common Loons ( Gavia im- 
mer ). 

Having lived in Wisconsin several 
years and observing loons at various 
locations during the summer-months, 
I was almost positive of the identifi¬ 
cation. Verification of the birds, 
identity was made by checking Peter¬ 
son’s Field Guide to the Western 
Birds <1941. Houghton Mifflin Co. 
(Boston), 240 p.) and Pough’s Audu¬ 
bon Water Bird Guide (1951. Double¬ 
day & Co. (N.Y.), 352 p.) 

Two of the birds appeared to have 
complete summer plumages while the 
third bird seemed to be in phase 
between winter and summer plumage. 
The observation occurred about 0745 
hours on April 7, 1964, between 
Odessa and Kearney (Buffalo 
County) along the Platte River. The 
revised check-list of Nebraska Birds 
(1958) lists this species as a rare 
migrant throughout Nebraska. Wea¬ 
ther conditions at the time included 
overcast skies with threatening pre¬ 
cipitation, light wind, and tempera¬ 
ture about freezing.— John P. Wei- 
gand; Game, Forestation and Parks 
Commission, North Platte 

RE FLYCATCHER CALLS 
(NBR, Oct. 1964, p. 82)—Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Youngworth, Sioux City, rely¬ 
ing only on the information given in 
“Apparent Local Differences in the 
Calls of the Acadian Flycather” and 
citing Bent’s “ Life Histories ”, be¬ 
lieves that the “be’ sop” flycatchers 
in Fontenelle Forest are Acadians, 
but that the “whiskey” flycatchers 
at Carter Lake are Traill’s, and 
adds: “The Traill’s used to nest in 
the heart of Sioux City at Half 
Moon Lake, but this area has been 
two-thirds filled in and cleared and 
the Traill’s have long since depart¬ 
ed.” Mr. Youngworth is probably 
right, and even though I don’t hear 
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calls quite the way the experts do, 
had I had a copy of Bent available 
at the time I might have been spared 
this mistake. The Carter Lake area 
is now being filled in on one side, 
and very probably our Traill’s will 
disappear, just as Sioux City’s did. 
— R. G. Cortelyou 

REPRINTS OF MORE OF 
BENT’S LIFE HISTORIES AVAIL¬ 
ABLE — The reference to Bent’s 
“Life Histories” above serves as a 
reminder that Dover Publications 
Inc. (180 Varick Street, New York 
14, N. Y.) is continuing to issue re¬ 
prints of this series. The following 
volumes (and probably others) have 
been recently released: “ Woodpeck¬ 
ers” (2.75); “ Petrels and Pelicans 
and Their Allies” ($2.75); “Fly¬ 
catchers, Larks, Swallows ,and Their 
Allies” ($2.75); and “Wood Warb¬ 
lers ” (two parts, $2.50 each). Those 
who know the series need no review; 
those who don’t are advised to ex¬ 
amine any one of the series to see 
the amount of information given on 
each species. 

THREE SPECIES OF TEAL ON 
ONE RESERVOIR—While conduct¬ 
ing upland game bird surveys near 
Red Willow Reservoir in southeastern 
Hayes County, Nebraska, three spec¬ 
ies of teal were noted utilizing the 
reservoir on the same day. 

At approximately 1130 hours on 
29 March, 1963, a green-winged teal 
(Anas carolinensis) drake was ob¬ 
served swimming in a small bay near 
the head of the reservoir. Several 
small flocks of green-wings also 
traded across the reservoir in the 
vicinity. 

Later, about 1230 hours, a male 
and female Cinnamon Teal (Anas 
cyanoptera) were seen swimming and 
feeding with a male and female 
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) in 
a bay near the reservoir dam. 


This occurrence was apparently 
the result of overlap in migration of 
the three species. The Green-winged 
Teal had surpassed their peak of 
migration, with a few stragglers re¬ 
maining, while the first blue-winged 
and Cinnamon Teal migrants, were 
arriving from the south.— John P. 
Weigland; Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission, North Platte 

CORRECTIONS — The identifica¬ 
tion of the Cassin’s Kingbird, re¬ 
ported as seen on the 60th Annual 
Field Day, May 17, 1964 (NBR, 
32:59), has been withdrawn. 

The listing of Gray Partridge in 
the 1963 Spring Occurance Report 
(NBR, 31:59) and in the 1964 
Spring Occurrence Report (NBR, 
32:17) should have been Chukar. In 
the case of the 1964 Report a cor¬ 
rection was made by the 1964 index. 

ORNITHOLOGICAL OBSERVA¬ 
TIONS—The year of 1964 has to 
date (Nov. 17) yielded the name of 
one new bird species—the Canada 
Warbler—to my life list. This was 
observed first on September 10, and 
again on September 16, and possibly 
was the same individual. If so, it 
also, in all probability, was present 
about the place here, as there is con¬ 
siderable growth—weeds, shrubs, and 
trees. They are shy, but I was able 
to spot the similarity to the Chat, 
especially about the eyes, but this 
bird was smaller, with a more bluish 
coloration of the upper parts. On 
both dates I was also able to hear 
its call. During this period I also 
observed a Blackburnian Warbler 
here. In both cases, I concluded these 
birds were either females or imma- 
tures. 

—Harold Turner, Holstein 


Excerpts From Letters 

“Have to tell you of an unusual 
happening in our backyard concern- 
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ing a flock of Nighthawks. We had 
both irrigating hoses on and were 
eating our night meal, when all at 
once the Nighthawks began swooping 
and flying real close to the water 
and us. Some came within three feet 
of us. We finally discovered that 
bugs were hovering over the spray 
and the Nighthawks were catching 
the bugs as they flew close to the 
spray. There were about fifteen in 
the flock .”—Irene Wiley, Chadron 

“This fall I’ve enjoyed watching 
the sandpipers and such birds con¬ 
gregate on the mud flats of Enders 
Dam caused by the severe irrigation 
program, I can’t recognize them very 
well in the fall, but there have been 
Willets, Greater Yellowlegs, etc. 
down to the tiniest ones. September 
20 there were hundreds, September 
27 none.” 

“Always I enjoy the trip to Wal¬ 
lace in September to observe the 
hawk migration. The buteos (Swain- 
son’s, mainly) cross the country about 
15 miles north of here as far as 
Grainton. Migration last about 3 
weeks, I think from this and other 
years' observations .”—Iola Penning¬ 
ton, Wauneta 


Fall Field Day 

Thirty people attended the 1964 
Annual Fall Field Day at Harlan 
County Reservoir, September 20. This 
was unknown territory to NOU, and 
the participants are indebted to Lee 
and Shirley Morris for their work in 
making the arrangements and in 


scouting around to locate , the better 
birding locations. The weather looked 
very unfavorable the night before, 
but the day was almost perfect— 
bright, cool, relatively calm. And the 
extreme low water (to facilitate re¬ 
pairs to the dam) provided good op¬ 
portunities to see shore birds. 

The 68 species seen were: Horned 
and Pied-billed Grebes; White Peli¬ 
can, Double-crested Cormorant, Great 
Blue Heron; Canada Goose, Mallard, 
Gadwall, Pintail, Green-winged and 
Blue-winged Teal, American Wid¬ 
geon, Shoveller; S h a r p-s h i n n e d, 
Cooper’s, Red-tailed, Swainson’s, 
Marsh and Sparrow Hawks and Os¬ 
prey; Bobwhite, Ring-necked Phea¬ 
sant; Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, 
Spotted and Solitary Sandpipers, 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Pectoral, White- 
rumped, Baird’s and Least Sandpi¬ 
pers, Dowitcher, Stilt Sandpiper, 
American Avocet; Herring, Ring¬ 
billed and Franklin’s Gulls; Least 
Tern; Rock and Mourning Doves; 
Common Nighthawk; Belted King¬ 
fisher; Flicker and Red-headed 
Woodpecker; Eastern Kingbird; 
Horned Lark; Rough-winged and 
Barn Swallows; Blue Jay, Black¬ 
billed Magpie, Common Crow; Black- 
capped Chickadee, White-breasted 
Nuthatch; Brown Thrasher, Robin, 
Starling; Myrtle and Wilson’s Warb¬ 
lers; House Sparrow; Western Mea¬ 
dowlark, Redwinged Blackbird, Com¬ 
mon Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird; 
American Goldfinch, Vesper, Lark; 
Chipping and Song Sparrow. 
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A Study of Nesting Dickcissels in Nebraska 

Dale A- Von Steen 


This study was initiated because 
of an interest in the nesting habits 
of dickcissels ( Spiza americana). 
From June 15 to July 25, 1963, data 
were gathered while searching for 
ring-necked pheasant ( Phasiarvus col- 
chicus ) nests on the Sacramento-Wil¬ 
cox Game Management Area which 
is owned and managed by the Ne¬ 
braska Game, Forestation and Parks 
Commission. 

I wish to thank Dr. Raymond L. 
Linder, Professor of Wildlife Man¬ 
agement at South Dakota State Uni¬ 
versity and Richard J. Spady, Area 
Manager, for their time and helpful 
suggestions. I also want to thank the 
Nebraska Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission for allowing me 
the time to collect this information 
in conjunction with the Pittman- 
Robertson Project, W-28-R. 
DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA 
Location 

Sacramento-Wilcox Game Manage¬ 
ment Area is located in Phelps 
County, 3 miles west of Wilcox, 
Nebraska. The area is legally de¬ 
scribed as follows: all of Section 27 
and 28; SEV 4 of 21; S% of 22; the 
NE%, E%SEy 4 of 29; Ny 2 of 33, 
T.5 N., R. 17 W. 6th P.M. The area 
is approximately 2300 acres in size 
and is managed primarily for duck 
production and hunting. The area is 
also managed secondarily for ring¬ 
necked pheasant production and 
hunting. 

Physiographic features 

The mean annual precipitation for 
the area is 22.94 inches. The mean 
temperatures are 26.2F for the 
month of January and 78F for the 
month of July. General soil types 
vary from a heavy lagoon type soil 
which has an impervious clay sub¬ 
soil (Scott series) to soils which are 


cultivated (Holdrege Silt Loam). 
Agriculture crops are managed for 
wildlife food and cover. Corn, wheat 
and milo are the main agriculture 
crops on the area. There are 6 irri¬ 
gation pumps on the area which are 
used intensively during the growing 
season. 

Wildlife present 

The major wildlife species found 
on the Sacramento-Wilcox Game 
Management Area are: ring-necked 
pheasant, cottontail rabbit ( Sylvila - 
gus floridanus), white-tailed deer 
(Odocoileus virginianus) and coyote 
(Canis latrans). Mallard {Anas 
platyrhynichos) , common snipe ( Ca- 
pella gallinago ) and blue-winged 
teal (Anas discors) are found only 
in season. Mallards and blue-winged 
teals are produced on the area in 
wet years. White-tailed deer are in¬ 
creasing in numbers. 

RESULTS 
Nesting study 

Ten nests were found during the 
study period. Eight nests contained 
dickcissel eggs and were classified as 
active. The remaining two nests did 
not contain dickcissell eggs and were 
classified as inactive. The active 
nests produced a total of 25 dickcis¬ 
sel eggs and 19 brown-headed cow- 
bird ( Molothrus ater) eggs. All of 
the active nests were destroyed by 
some unknown factor before the eggs 
hatched or soon after hatching. 
Hatching success for the dickcissel 
and cowbird was 24% and 43% re¬ 
spectively (Table 1). 

The distance from the ground level 
to the top of the nest varied from 
15.2 cm to 81.3 cm with the mean 
being 34.3 cm (from 9 nests). Over¬ 
mire (1962) found that the mean 
distance to be 126 cm. Nesting sites 
(Table 1) were selected in wild rose 
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Table 

1. Nesting data for 

dickcissels. 



Nest 

Height above 


Number of eggs 

No. 

ground (centimeters) 

Site 

dickcissel 

cowbird 

1 

15.2 

alfalfa 

2 

2 

2 

20.3 

wild lettuce 

3 

2 

3 

15.7 

smooth brome 

4 

4 

4 

81.3 

wild rose 

4 

0 

5 

15.2 

alfalfa 

4 

3 

6 

25.6 

summer cypress 

3 

1 

rj* 

63.5 

wild rose 

0 

3 

8* 

— 

alfalfa 

0 

1 

9 

45.7 

wild rose 

3 

2 

10 

15.2 

smartweed 

2 

1 

Total 



25 

19 


* Inactive nests 


Table 2. Growth rate of the right wing primaries of 2 nestlings dickcissels. 

Date of Date of Measurement of right wing primaries 

hatching Nestling measurements (millimeters) 

123456789 


June 20 

A 

June 

25 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

20 

20 

18 

15 


B 



22 

22 

22 

21 

21 

20 

18 

16 

13 


A 

June 

26 

25 

26 

26 

26 

26 

25 

22 

20 

19 


B 



26 

26 

27 

27 

26 

25 

23 

20 

17 


Table 3. Measurements of 8 dickcissel 

eggs. 


Measurement 

Range 

Mean 

Length (inches) 

0.775—0.882 

0.827 

Width (inches) 

0.614—0.638 

0.626 

Volume (cubic centimeters) 

2.5—2.9 

2.6 


(Rosa sp.), alfalfa (Medicago sati- 
va), smooth brome (Bromus iner- 
mis), summer cypress (Kochia sco- 
paria), wild lettuce (Lactuca sp.) 
and smartweed (Polygonum sp.). 
Wild rose and alfalfa were used 60% 
of the time as nesting sites while one 
nest or 10% was found in each of 
the remaining vegetative sites. 

The right wing primaries were 
measured on 2 nestlings to determine 
the rate of feather development. The 
nestlings were lost or destroyed by 
some unknown factor before com¬ 
plete measurements could be taken. 
Table 2 illustrates the rate of growth 
of the primary wing feathers. An 
average of 4.3 mm was developed 
in one day. 

Measurements of 8 dickcissel eggs 


were taken to determine their rela¬ 
tive size (Table 3). The linear mea¬ 
surements were taken with a micro¬ 
meter and the volume was measured 
by water displacement using a grad¬ 
uated cylinder. The mean length was 
0.827 inches, the width was 0.626 
inches and the volume was 2.6 cubic 
centimeters. 

Overmire (1962) measured 70 
nests and found the mean dimensions 
to be as follows: inside diameter 
57.4 X 63.5 mm, outside diameter 
94.9 X 106.0 mm inside depth 47.5 
mm and the outside depth 83.4 mm. 
Five nests were measured during the 
study and their mean dimensions were 
inside diameter 59.2 mm, outside 
diameter 84.6 mm, inside depth 49.3 
mm and the outside depth 81.0 mm 
(Table 4). 
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Table 4. Dimensions of 5 

dickcissel nests. 



Measurement 

Range 

Mean 

Mean 


(inches) 

(inches) 

(millimeters) 

Inside diameter 

2.25—2.50 

2.33 

59.2 

Outside diameter 

3.25—3.50 

3.33 

84.6 

Inside depth 

1.75—2.00 

1.94 

49.3 

Outside depth 

2.75—3.50 

3.19 

81.0 


Behavior observations 

The nesting territory was observed 
to be defended by the male. The 
male selected a perch and called an 
average of 11 times per minute. On 
days of high temperatures, little or 
no calling was heard. On one occa¬ 
sion the male displayed the broken 
wing act very vigorously while de¬ 
fending territory from human intru¬ 
sion. During the incubation period, 
only the female was ever flushed 
from the nest. The female displayed 
a broken wing act, called loudly and 
stayed relatively close to the nesting 
site when disturbed from the nest. 
Only the female was observed feed¬ 
ing the nestlings. The female would 
perch for a short time before leaving 
the territory and would return to 
the same perch before returning to 
the nesting site. 

SUMMARY 

1. Nesting data were gathered on 
dickcissels ( Spiza americana) from 
June 15 to July 25, 1963. The study 
was done on the Scramento-Wilcox 
Game Management Area which is 
located in Phelps County, 3 miles 
west of Wilcox, Nebraska. 

2. The mean temperatures for the 
area are 26.2F for the month of 
January and 78F for the month of 
July. The mean annual precipitation 
is 22.94 inches. Soils vary from an 
impervious clay to a cultivated loam. 

3. Major wildlife species present are 
ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus col- 
chicus), cottontail rabbit (Sylvilagus 
floridanus), common snipe ( Capella 
gallinago) , and’ coyote ( Canis la- 
trans ). 

4. Ten dickcissel nests were found 
during the study period which pro¬ 
duce a total of 25 dickcissel eggs 


and 19 brown-headed cowbird ( Molo- 
thrus ater) eggs. Hatching success 
for the dickcissel and cowbird eggs 
was 24% and 43% respectively. All 
nests were destroyed by some un¬ 
known factor before the eggs hatched 
or soon after hatching. 

5. The average nest height above 
the ground was 34.3 cm (from 9 
nests). 

6. Nesting sites were selected 60% 
of the time in wild rose ( Rosa sp.) 
and alfalfa (Medicago sativa). 
Smooth brome ( Bromus inermis), 
summer cypress ( Kochia scoparia), 
wild lettuce ( Lactuca sp.) and smart- 
weed ( Polygonum sp.) were each 
used 10% of the time. 

7. The right wing primaries of 2 
nestlings were measured to deter¬ 
mine the rate of feather developr 
ment. The mean development that 
was grown in one day was 4.3 mm. 

8. Measurements of dickcissel eggs 
were taken. The mean dimensions of 
the length, width and volume are 
0.827 inches, 0.626 inches and 2.6 
cubic centimeters respectively. 

9. Measurements were taken to de¬ 
termine the relative size of the nest. 
The mean dimensions are as follows: 
inside diameter 59.2 mm, outside dia¬ 
meter 84.6 mm, inside depth 49.3 mm 
and outside depth 81.0 mm. 

10. Only the female was observed 
feeding the nestlings. The male de¬ 
fended the territory by calling and 
averaged 11 calls per minute. Both 
the male and female displayed bro¬ 
ken wing acts. 

LITERATURE CITED 
Overmire, T. G. 1962. Nesting of 
the dickcissel in Oklahoma. Auk 
79:115-116. 

Watertown, South Dakota 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 



Leroy Gates (better known as 
Roy) was born June 22, 1891, at 
Syracuse, Nebr., in a Methodist 
minister’s family. He had opportuni¬ 
ties to live in a number of Nebraska 
communities in the southeastern part 
of the state in the early years and 
later spent some time in northwest¬ 
ern Nebraska. His first remembered 
interest in birds occurred at Peru 
where he now lives. He remembers 
distinctly W. Edgar Taylor who was 
one of the early students of birds in 
Nebraska and who was on the faculty 
at Peru State College at that time. 

Later, while living in Lincoln, Mr. 
Gates was influenced to attend the 
University of Nebraska to study 
under Professors Lawrence Bruner 
and Myron Swenk because of his 
interest in nature study. He gradu¬ 
ated with a Bachelor of Science De¬ 
gree in 1913. He became Field Ex¬ 
pert for the Entomology Department, 


a position he held until September, 
1915, when he and Mrs. Gates moved 
to Chadron, Nebr. During his uni¬ 
versity years he was associated with 
Drs. John T. Zimmer, R. W. Dawson, 
and C. E. Mickel. While he heard 
much of the work of M. A. Carriker 
and Merrit Cary in western Nebras¬ 
ka, he did not know them personally. 

Bird trips of special interest were 
a Christmas vacation spent collecting 
birds at Rulo, Nebr., with Dr. Zim¬ 
mer, and numerous field trips to 
Steven’s Creek near Lincoln with Dr. 
Dawson. The trips in and near Lin¬ 
coln were often made with a horse 
and buggy. He likes to tell of the 
time he tried to keep the horse quiet 
while Dr. Zimmer tried to collect a 
hawk from the side of the road. He 
missed. Another time, the horse that 
was tied at the side of the road when 
he and Dr. Dawson were birding 
along Steven’s Creek became weary 
of the wait and wandered away. The 
man who found him led him to a 
stable in Elmwood where Mr. Gates 
had to go to reclaim him. 

Later, when located in Scotts 
Bluff County, he reported on the 
nesting of the Brewer’s Sparrow in 
large numbers on and near the Ex¬ 
periment Station near Mitchell. The 
nests were in the alfalfa plants. 
Other birds noted and photographed 
in Scotts Bluff and Dawes Counties 
were the Sennett’s Nighthawk, Des¬ 
ert Horned Lark, and other western 
species. Of special interest were the 
Lewis’ Woodpecker, Clarke’s Nut¬ 
cracker, Poor-will, and a Gray- 
crowned Leucosticte as the Rosy 
Finch was called then. 

After spending 10 years ranching 
near Chadron and two years at Man¬ 
hattan, Kansas, with the Entomology 
Department of the University, he 
moved back to Lincoln where he was 
State Entomologist for 21 years. 
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Mr. Gates retired to the Joy Hill 
Acres at Peru in 1948 where he is 
happily located at the scene of his 
first birding experiences. In the 
spring of 1964 he was among those 
who heard and saw the first Chuck- 
will’s-widow to be reported from Ne¬ 
braska. It was on the farm across 
the road from his home. 

Mr. Gates served as president of 
N.O.U. in 1935 and as treasurer 
from 1937 to 1943. He was elected to 
Honorary Membership at the May 
meeting of 1964. The Gateses, who 
have four children, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in the 
summer of 1964. 





Miss Doris B. Gates 


Miss Doris Gates, elected to Hon¬ 
orary Membership of The Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union at the 1964 an- 
nnual meeting held in Ogallala, has 
been a naturalist for as long as she 
can remember. Born April 12, 1915, 
she moved with her family to a farm 
near Chadron when she was nine 
months old and her earliests remem¬ 


brances are of streams, trees and 
grasslands, and the interesting butte 
rock formations of the Pine Ridge. 
Though her family moved to Lincoln 
when she was less than ten years 
old and they lived there most of her 
growing-up years, the early impres¬ 
sions remained. In 1955 she returned 
as an instructor in biology at Chad¬ 
ron State College, and she lives in 
a little house built close to the buttes 
seven miles south of the city. 

Miss Gates received both the 
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees 
from the University of Nebraska 
with emphasis of study in Entomo¬ 
logy, Zoology and Botany. After 
teaching for three ye^rs at Huntley, 
Nebr., she moved to North Platte 
where she taught unv.il 1955 with 
the exception of two years when she 
was on the staff of the Entomology 
Department at the University of 
Nebraska. 

Miss Gates has held offices con¬ 
tinually in The Nebraska Ornitholo¬ 
gists’ Union since 1947 being secre¬ 
tary, president, and editor of The 
Nebraska Bird Review. 


In Memoriam 

Fredrick Ira Day was born in Su¬ 
perior, Nebraska, February 10, 1888 
and died there October 6, 1964. He 
lived his entire life in the same block 
in which he was born. In 1914 he 
married Katherine Hale, of Fair- 
bury, who died several years ago. 
He is survived by two children: 
Elizabeth (Mrs. William Kennedy) 
and George, and by two sisters: Mrs. 
Josephine Day Mendell and Miss 
Marian Day. He had been a member 
of NOU for over a decade and had 
attended various NOU meetings with 
his sister, Miss Day, who has been 
a member of NOU for about 30 
years. His wife’s niece, Mrs. Roy 
Witschy, is also a NOU member. 
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Book Reviews 

BIRDS OVER AMERICA —by 
Roger Tory Peterson. New and Re¬ 
vised Edition. Dodd, Mead & Co., 
New York, 1964. 342 pages, 105 
photographs (80 pages) by the au¬ 
thor. $7.50. 

This book, first published in 1948, 
won the John Burroughs Award. 
Actually, there is not much in the 
book that needs to be brought up to 
date, and so there is not much in it 
to get out of date. The many black- 
and-white photographs and the sto¬ 
ries of birds, bird-watchers, and bird- 
watching are timeless. The author 
talks about “the lure of the list”, 
Christmas counts, various rare (e.g. 
Sutton’s Warbler, Ivory-billed Wood¬ 
pecker) or hard to find or see birds, 
bird migration with special regard 
to Hawk Mountain and Cape May, 
falconry, eagles, barn owls, the dam¬ 
age to bird-life from “manicuring” 
the landscape, how clearing much of 
the original. timber from the North¬ 
east probably made a better habitat 
for song birds, “Even pollution, pro¬ 
vided it is not chemical waste, can 
at times be attractive to wild life”, 
and many other things, ranging 
geographically over the whole coun¬ 
try. The accounts are mostly tied in 
to his own experiences, but in a way 
that increases rather than decreases 
the interest. He doesn’t mind telling 
of his mistakes and errors, as well 
as his successes. Probably everyone 
who has been similarly fooled will 
enjoy reading of his identifying the 
silhouette of a piece of bark as a 
long-eared owl, or taking decoys for 
real ducks (its nice to know that 
even the experts make mistakes at 
times). Anyone who likes bird¬ 
watching or just bird-reading should 
enjoy reading this book. It has a 
two-page “Photographic Postscript” 
for the benefit of photographers. 

Ed. 


A NEW DICTIONARY OF 
BIRDS—A. Landsborough Thomson, 
Editor. McGraw-Hill Book Company, 
New York. 16 pages of color plates, 
32 pages of black-and-white photo¬ 
graphs, over 300 line drawings, 928 
pages. $17.50. 

For its Centenary in 1959 the 
British Ornithologists’ Union under¬ 
took three special enterprises: two 
were ornithological expeditions and 
the third was the preparation of this 
book, which is the result of the co¬ 
operation of many specialists from 
all over the world. 

The Editorial Introduction reads in 
part: 

“Aim. The book is intended for 
readers of several different types— 
the general reader who wishes to ex¬ 
tend his knowledge of birds or per¬ 
haps just to inform himself on parti¬ 
cular points; the ornithologist who 
requires information outside his in¬ 
dividual field of expertise; and the 
biologist who wishes to draw upon 
the specialised subject-matter of 
ornithology. 

“Largely for the non-professional 
ornithologist, it has been thought 
convenient to include certain ‘back¬ 
ground’ information from other 
branches of science concerned with 
environmental factors affecting bird- 
life, such as climate and vegetation; 
and also from the main corpus of 
biological knowledge, dealing with 
such aspects as evolution and gene¬ 
tics. There is likewise an article on 
the application of statistical methods. 

“Another supplementary feature, 
of potential interest to all types of 
reader, is the group of articles on 
birds in human culture—for instance, 
as subjects of folk-lore, literature, 
and the arts. 

“Scope. The information presented 
is of two main kinds. First, there 
is information on general subjects 
relating to birds as a class—their 
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structure, evolution, distribution, and 
classification; their life histories 
and behaviour; their adaptations to 
their environment; and their rela¬ 
tions with mankind. Second, there is 
information on different kinds of 
birds, for this purpose treated main¬ 
ly by families. The major articles of 
both these types are cited in logical 
sequence in the two lists that amplify 
the general table of contents; these 
lists give a more detailed indication 
of the scope of the work, and they 
should help the reader to chose the 
alphabetical headings under which he 
should look for any particular sub¬ 
ject.” 

The first of the lists mentioned 
above should allow those who wish 
to do so to use the Dictionary as a 
textbook of ornithology as well as 
for its main purpose. 

As a dictionary it is hard to ima¬ 
gine a reference book with more au¬ 
thority behind it. But it is a British 
book, with British terms (but “band¬ 
ing” is cross-referenced to “ring¬ 
ing”) and British spelling. “Specia¬ 
lised” and “behaviour” in the quota¬ 
tion above, “hybridise”, “hybridisa¬ 
tion” and similar spellings look odd 
but should not cause trouble, but 
some others, e.g. “Palaearctic” (the 
article starts out with a note that 
the American usage is “palearctic”, 
but there is no cross-reference under 
the latter) might be the cause of 
some searching. The fact the pro¬ 
ducers were dealing with a non- 
British bird undoubtedly explains the 
labeling of the illustration for “Fly¬ 
catcher (2)” as “Eastern Kingbird 
Tyrannus tyrannus”. The illustration 
is not necessary to the article, and 
anyone even slightly acquainted with 
the birds of this area would know 
it was incorrectly titled. (It ap¬ 
parently is the Fork-tailed Flycatch¬ 
er Muscivora tyrannus tyrannus.) 


The Plates are referred to only by 
number, but an index from Plate 
number to the number of the facing 
page is given on pages 21 and 22. 

But none of these points are ser¬ 
ious and the book has a wealth of 
information. Local clubs may want 
to buy it for themselves, or to sug¬ 
gest its purchase to their local public 
library. Ed. 


WINTERING SANDHILL 
CRANES IN LINCOLN COUNTY 

In early December, 1964, friends 
who live along the North Platte 
River north of Hershey sent word 
to me that a flock of Sandhill Cranes 
were still lingering along the river 
near their home. It was not possible 
for me to go look for the Cranes at 
that time, but they were reported to 
me several times throughout Decem¬ 
ber. One friend made a count of them 
in mid-December and reported that 
there were approximately 50 birds in 
the flock. 

On January 3, 1965, Mrs. James 
McIntosh and I were birding in the 
Hershey area and toward evening 
saw 4 Sandhill Cranes in flight. They 
went down near the river, but we 
could not get to them to see if there 
might be more Cranes there. Several 
people saw the cranes in January, 
but never more than a few at a time 
so it is possible that not all of the 
50 cranes stayed for the winter. On 
February 13, Robert Wheeler, an 
employee of the Federal Fish and 
Wildlife Service, counted 32 Cranes 
in a flock in this area, but by that 
date it would be possible for the 
birds to have migrated from the 
south. Gail Shickley, North Platte. 
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1964 Christmas Count 


Reports w£re received from seven 
areas, two of which (Omaha and 
Plattsmouth) overlapped to some 
extent. Flickers have been listed as 
Yellow-shafted and as Red-shafted 
when so designated in the report, al¬ 
though, as Short pointed out in the 
Review (29:14), almost all flickers 
in the state are hybrids to some de¬ 
gree. Juncos have been listed as 
Slate-colored or Oregon although 
hybridization is common with them, 
too. The description of Meadowlarks 
as Eastern (e), Western (w), or un¬ 
designated (x) given in the reports 
has been followed, but in this case 
no report shows more than one type. 
In no case was the reason for the 
identification given; presumably it 
was expectation rather than song. 

Hastings. December 28, 1964. 8 

A.M. to 5 P.M. Two parties of four 
each. Ollie Anderson, Carrie Hanson, 
Bill Fink, Vera Maunder, Ellen 
Ritchey, Ruth Stein, Wanda Snyder, 
Margaret Jones (reporter). The 
count is small because Burton Nelson 
was sick and no one took the walk 
along the river that he always takes. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Com¬ 
mon Grackle were seen before and 
after the count, but not during it. 

Kearney. January 2, 1965. 7:45 
A.M. to 5:15 P.M. Clear, 14° to 40° 
F.; wind calm, no snow on ground, 
river 20% open. All points within a 
15 mile diameter circle centered at 
the River Bridge south of Kearney. 
Includes Overland Pits, Fort Kear¬ 
ney State Park, Platte River, Odessa 
Bridge, Kearney Cemetery, Cotton- 
mill Lake, Robinsons Woods, Wood 
River area, and city streets. River 
bottomlands 40%, roadsides 15%, 
parks 40%, and town streets 5%. 
Two parties, seven in one, six 
in the other. Total party-hours 
19 (9V2 on foot, 9V2 by car) ; 

total party miles 130 (7 on foot, 


123 by car). Marian G. Brown, 
Randy Brown, Linda Brown, Laurie 
Brown, Mrs. Kay Mastin, Ronnie 
Morrow, John C. W. Bliese, Mar- 
garete Bliese, Norma Radford, Mrs. 
Ethel Hansen, Merlin Feikert, 
George W. Brown (reporter). 

Lincoln. December 27, 1964. 8 A.M. 
to 5 P.M. 14° to 34°, wind SE 16 
mph, skies mostly clear. Three par¬ 
ties, total party miles 142.5, 17.5 on 
foot, 125 by car. Total party hours 
20.5, 16 by foot, 4.5 by car. Oscar 
Alexis, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Keim, 
Carol Kinch, Dr. Rosalind Morris, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Pritchard, Hazel 
Scheiber, Ralph Harrington (report¬ 
er). Birds seen during the count 
period but not on count day were 
Myrtle Warbler, Rufous-sided Tow- 
hee, Sparrow Hawk, Robin, and 
White-crowned Sparrow. 

Omaha. Because the southwestern 
quadrant overlapped some of the 
area included in the Plattsmouth 
count, and the eastern half was in 
Iowa, these two parts and the re¬ 
maining area (northwestern quad¬ 
rant) are shown separately. The 15 
mile diameter circle was centered on 
Offut Lake (about 3 miles north of 
the junction of the Platte and Mis¬ 
souri Rivers). The SW quadrant in¬ 
cluded the Plattsmouth Waterfowl 
Management Area; the NW quadrant 
Fontenelle Forest and the Gifford 
Game Preserve; and the East half 
Gifford Preserve (Iowa) and Lake 
Manawa State Park. 

December 26, 1964. -2° to 22°, 

wind at 6 A.M. 4 mph from NW, at 
noon calm. About 2 inches of snow 
on the ground. Total party hours 
251, 157.5 on foot, 59 by car, 34.5 
at feeders. Total miles 367.5, 945.5 
by foot, 273 by car. L. F. Knowles, 
L. W. Powell, Jr., Miss E. B. Apple¬ 
by, E. T. Stacy, Rev. A. J. Dachauer, 
H. Kellog, Mrs. J. Pluta, Miss M. 



30 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Dennison, J. M. Malkowski, G. H. 
LeDioyt, R. Le Dioyt of Omaha; J. 
E. Plank of Council Bluffs; C. H. 
Swanson, Mrs. E. L. Kelley, Mrs. S. 
L. Murphy, and Mrs. J. S. Comstock 
of Bellevue; and Mrs. D. Wood, 
Mrs. P. Heineman, and Mrs. J. 
Schneider of Plattsmouth. 

Plattsmouth. December 29, 1964. 
From Platte River on the north and 
Missouri River on the east to 7 
miles west and 5 miles south of 
Plattsmouth, including the Platts¬ 
mouth Waterfowl Management Area, 
the city of Plattsmouth, and the 
Plattsmouth Cemetery. 8 A.M. to 3 
P.M. Cloudy, heavy fog until 10:30 
A.M. 33° to 38°. Seven observers. 
Five miles on foot, 56 miles by car. 
Loren Heineman, Jean Schneider, 
Loris Long, Florence Fouchek, Treva 
Burd, Lena Hansell, Gertrude Wood 
(reporter). Pintail (5), Green-wing¬ 
ed Teal (1), and Common Goldeneye 
(3) were seen during the count week, 
but not on the count. The Long¬ 
eared Owl was seen on the Manage¬ 
ment Area and studied at close 
range for twenty minutes. The Red- 
breasted Mergansers were seen near 
the mouth of the Platte. Three of 


the Horned Larks reported were 
Northerns, seen in with Prairies. 

Scottsbluff. December 29, 1964. 15 
mile circle centered on the North 
Platte River bridge south of Broad¬ 
way in Scottsbluff. 7 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M. Partly cloudy, wind west, 9 to 
51 mph, 17° to 37°. Lakes and ponds 
frozen, river open. Mrs. Harry Bang- 
hart, Lydia Bolz, Mr. and Mrs. David 
Hughson, Mrs. Alvin Vance, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. R. Young, Mrs. J. W. Bra- 
shear, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy 
(reporter). Ten observers in four 
parties; total party hours 33, four 
on foot, 29 by car. Total party miles 
274, 9 on foot, 265 by car. 

Stapleton. January 2, 1965. 9 A.M. 
to 4:30 P.M. 5° to 42°. Light breeze, 
clear. Covered river valley, sandhills, 
and tableland. Habitats: wooded, 
fields, grassland, and swampy areas. 
Earl Glandon. 

Both Mrs. Jones (Hastings) and 
Mr. Harrington (Lincoln) comment¬ 
ed, when sending in their reports, 
that there seemed to be fewer birds 
this year, and Mrs. Viehmeyer made 
the same comment with the Fall Re¬ 
port. 
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Grand Total for State, 82 species; for Omaha area, 52 species. 


Comments 

Yesterday, (January 4) I rode to 
the lake south of Superior, which of 
course is in Kansas, and was amazed 
to find it swarming with ducks and 
geese. Canada Geese and Mallards 
were the only positive ones I could 
identify. We have had no snow and 
I suppose the milo and sorgo fields 
are making good feeding grounds. 

The geese and ducks have wintered 
on the lake south of town. I saw 
them yesterday (February 26).— 
Mrs. Earle Lionberger, Superior. 

We have had more over-wintering 
ducks here at the Plattsmouth 
Waterfowl Refuge than we have had 
in past years. We have also had a 


large concentration of hawks at the 
Refuge this winter.—Mrs. Donald 
Wood, Plattsmouth. 


About dusk January 13, 1964, I 
saw from a bus on Interstate 80 
about a mile west of the Waverly 
Interchange what I took to be a 
couple of Short-eared Owls flying 
along maybe 20 feet off the ground. 
One clapped its wings together 
beneath its body, much like a trained 
seal applauding itself. When I got 
home I checked Bent and found that 
he reported this action, but usually 
as a part of courtship and while 
high in the air or diving from a 
height. R. C. Cortelyou, Omaha. 
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1964 (SEVENTH) FALL RECORD REPORT 


Two hundred forty eight species 
are listed in this report. This count 
might be increased by more definite 
identification of the Empidonax fly¬ 
catchers, and would be increased by 
splitting the Flickers. The informa¬ 
tion is presented in a rough north¬ 
west (left column) to southeast 
(right column) order. 

Two dates indicate the first and 
last record for that area. 

The symbols used in the tabulation 
are: for the months, Jl, Au, S, O, N, 
D; (S)—to indicate a species which 
arrived in the spring and stayed 
past July 1; —(W) to indicate a 
species which arrived in the fall and 
stayed past December 31; P indicates 
a species which is present all the 
year, although the same individual 
birds may not be present during the 
whole year, and the number of birds 
present may vary greatly between 
summer and winter. The distinction 
between this classification and those 
late birds reported in the comment 
below may become very fine. In some 
cases P (or (S) or (W)) may have 
been reported without an actual ob¬ 
servation during the period. 

The reporting counties, contribu¬ 
tors, and special comments are: 

Adams (Central), Hastings. 82 
species. Mrs. A. M. Jones for the 
Brooking Bird Club. A Brown 
Thrasher wintered over again this 
year. The Broad-tailed Hummingbird, 
which was seen near an althea bush 
for more than a week, was identified 
by Burton Nelson. 

Adams (South), Holstein. 117 spe¬ 
cies. Harold Turner, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Snyder, and Robert Spicknall. 
This is reported separately from the 
Hastings report to preserve the con¬ 
tinuity of Mr. Turner’s reports, for¬ 
merly listed under Webster because 
his mail service was then through 
Bladen. Chimney Swifts, although 


present in town, are not reported be¬ 
cause there were none in Mr. Tur¬ 
ner’s immediate area. He suspects 
that Red-bellied Woodpeckers and 
White-breasted Nuthatches probably 
are P, but they are reported as ob¬ 
served. A Song Sparrow (apparent¬ 
ly the same individual) was seen 
August 5 to 25, and an early Lapland 
Longspur was seen October 5. 

Brown, Ainsworth. 95 species. Mrs. 
E. C. Logan and Edith Hurlbut. 

Cass, Plattsmouth. 170 species. 
Mrs. Donald Wood and Plattsmouth 
Bird Club. The waterfowl and shore- 
bird records are primarily from the 
Plattsmouth Waterfowl Management 
Area, whose manager, Mr. James 
Simpson, was very helpful in per¬ 
mitting access to it. 

Dawes, Hemingford. 50 species. 
Mrs. W. A. Neeland. (Mrs. Neeland’s 
address is in Box Butte County, but 
she lives in Dawes County.) Geese 
going south were heard as early as 
October 4 and as late as November 
10, but were not identified as to 
species. She had an unidentified hum¬ 
mingbird August 17 and 23. Black- 
capped Chickadees normally are seen 
throughout the year, and Yellow¬ 
headed Blackbirds and Bullock’s Ori¬ 
oles are usually summer residents, 
but none were identified after July 
1. Flocks of blackbirds flying high 
passed over as late as November 17. 
While the birds could not be identi¬ 
fied as to species, such flocks in past 
years have contained Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds. Western Tanagers pre¬ 
sumably were present in Dawes 
County all summer, but not in the 
particular area where Mrs. Neeland 
observes. The Wilson’s Warbler was 
seen in July, and then not until Sep¬ 
tember 7. 

Douglas-Sarpy. 168 species. R. G. 
Cortelyou, Miss E. B. Appleby, Rev. 

continued on page 1+6 
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P 


Au 30 

N 8 


- 


S 21 

0 3 

N 13 

Au 15 
Au 21 

-- 
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Adams 



Dawes 

Sctbl 

McPh 

Line. 

Brown 

So. 

Cen. 

Lane. 

D-S 

Cass 

Nem 

Long-billed 



(S) 

(S) 









Curlew 



Au 5 

Au 30 









Upland Plover 

(S) 


__ 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

__ 

__ 

J1 28 

Au 

12 



0 28 



S 7 

Au 26 

S 19 



Au 5 

Au 

18 


Spotted 








(S) 

J1 28 

Au 

16 

_ 

Sandpiper 








0 4 

S 29 

Au 

24 


Solitary 

-- 

Au 30 

Au 8 

Au 30 

.. 

Au 5 

__ 

Au 15 

Au 21 

Au 

16 

__ 

Sandpiper 






Au 25 


S 26 

S 29 

Au 

17 


Willet 

- 


Au 15 









-- 

Greater 

-- 

0 3 

.. 



Au 25 


S 21 

S 4 

Au 

16 

__ 

Yellowlegs 


0 6 




S 5 


0 4 

N 9 

S 4 


Lesser 

-- 

S 19 


-- 

__ 

J1 23 

__ 

Au 15 

S 4 

Au 

16 

__ 

Yellowlegs 


0 6 






Au 30 

0 28 

S 1 



Pectoral 








Au 15 

Au 14 

Au 

17 

__ 

Sandpiper 








S 26 

S 4 

Au 

21 


Baird's Sandpiper 







Au 15 

Au 14 

Au 

16 












S 4 


Least 





(S) 





Au 

16 


Sandpiper 


0 3 



Au 26 





Au 

17 


Long-billed 

Dowitcher 










Au 

19 

- 

Stilt 










Au 

16 

__ 

Sandpiper 










Au 

24 


Semipalmated 








Au 15 

__ 

Au 

24 

_ 

Sandpiper 








S 26 





Western Sandpipe 

X 







Au 30 





Sanderling 










0 15 


American Avocet 

- 

- 

Au 14 










Wilson's 





(S) 

__ 

__ 

Au 30 

__ 

Au 

17 

__ 

Phalarope 





Au 19 








Northern Phalarope 









S 14 

- 

Herring Gull 

— 

— 

— 

0 8 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

S 29 

0 27 

__ 





D 21 






N 9 



Ring-billed 

— 

0 3 


J1 13 


__ 

(S) 

N 15 

0 16 

Au 

18 


Gull 


N 12 


D 31 



0 3 


N 27 

N 9 



Franklin's 

__ 

S 16 

__ 

Au 29 

__ 

S 23 

(S) 

S 19 

0 16 

Au 

17 

__ 

Gull 


0 3 


0 17 


N 2 

N 12 

N 15 

0 18 




Forster's Tern 









S 11 

Au 

18 

- 

Common Tern 










Au 

16 

_ 











Au 

17 


Least Tern 









J1 20 

Au 

17 

_ 











Au 

18 
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Adams 



Dawes 

Sctbl 

McPh 

Line. 

Brown 

So. 

Cen. 

Lane. 

D-S 

Cass 

Nem. 

Black Tern 

- 



S 6 

- 

Au 5 

- 

S 19 

J1 20 

S 11 

Au 16 
Au 18 


Rock Dove 




P 


P 


P 

P 

P 

- 

Mourning Dove 

(S) 

0 1 

(S) 

D 12 

P 

(S) 

D 23 

(S) 

S 29 

(S) 

N 5 

P 

P 

P 

(S) 

D 16 

P 

Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo 

-- 



(S) 

S 6 

(S) 

Au 16 

(S) 

Au 15 


(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

0 2 

(S) 

Au 24 

(S) 

S 27 

Black-billed 

Cuckoo 

-- 



(S) 

Au 15 

(S) 

J1 28 

(S) 

Au 15 



(S) 

Au 23 

(S) 

S 5 

J1 1 

Barn Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S 20 



0 16 

- 

-- 

- 

Screech Owl 

Oct. 

Dec. 

P 

-- 

Au 6 

D 31 

P 

P 



P 

P 

P 

Great Homed 

Owl 


P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

N 6 
--(W) 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Snowy Owl 





D 13 




D 5 



Burrowing Owl 

P 

(S) 

Au 15 

(S) 

S 20 

(S) 

Au 30 

P 

- 

(S) 

S 30 





Barred Owl 









P 

P 

- 

Long-eared Owl 










D 29 


Short-eared Owl 





Au 31 

0 4 

0 25 
-(W) 


" 

D 26 



Whip-poor-will 











(S) 

Au 23 

Common 

(S) 

(S) 

Au 15 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

Nighthawk 

S 9 

S 13 

S 20 

S 18 

S 13 

S 14 

S 2 

0 18 

0 11 

S 18 

S 21 

Chimney Swift 




(S) 

0 10 

- 


(S) 

0 14 

(S) 

0 4 

(S) 

0 14 

(S) 

0 5 

(S) 

0 6 

Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 





(S) 

S 13 

S 1 


(S) 

Au 20 

(S) 

S 17 

(S) 

S 22 

(S) 

S 21 

Broad-tailed 

Hummingbird 

— 

Au 13 


-- 



Au 21 





Belted 

Kingfisher 

(S) 

July 

P 

" 

p 

S 13 


(S) 

S 30 

P 

(S) 

Dec 26 

(S) 

0 19 

" 

Flicker 

(S) 

0 1 

P 

(S) 

S 11 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 






0 23 

N 8 

(S) 

D 28 

P 

P 

P 


Red-headed 
Woodpecker 


(S) 

S 19 

-- 

(S) 

S 20 

(S) 

Au 31 

(S) 

S 23 


(S) 

S 27 

(S) 

0 22 

(S) 

S 29 

(S) 

S 18 

Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker 







D 1 
"(W) 

D 27 

--(w) 

0 14 

N 18 


Hairy Woodpecker-- 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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Downy 

Woodpecker 

Eastern 

Kingbird 

Western 

Kingbird 

Cassin's 
Kingbird 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

Eastern 

Phoebe 

Say's Phoebe 


Empidonax sp. 


Acadian 

Flycatcher 

Traill's 

Flycatcher 

Least 

Flycatcher 

Eastern 
Wood Pewee 

Western 
Wood Pewee 

Horned Lark 


Bank 

Swallow 

Rough-winged 
Swallow 

Barn 

Swallow 

Cliff 

Swallow 

Purple 

Martin 

Blue Jay 

Black-billed 

Magpie 

Common Crow 


Adams 


Dawes 

Sctbl 

McPh 

Line. 

Brown 

So. 

Cen. 

Lane. 

D-S 

Cass 

Nem. 

(S) 

S 13 

P 

N 9 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 


(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

Au 15 

S 19 

S 5 

S 7 


S 7 

Au 30 

Au 30 

S 19 

Au 27 

S 18 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0 1 

Au 30 

S 5 

S 7 

Au 16 

S 7 

S 13 

Au 30 

S 4 

Au 20 

Au 23 


Au 30 

S 13 













J1 8 

(S) 

Au 12 

(S) 

S 5 



(S) 

S 4 

(S) 

Au 9 

(S) 

J1 1 


-- 

S 11 

Au 6 

(S) 

S 20 

(S) 

S 15 

-- 

(S) 

S 26 


(S) 

Au 19 

(S) 

J1 1 

(S) 

Sept 

(S) 

S 20 


(S) 

0 29 


(S) 

S 8 






" 

- 


J1 8 
Au 29 

-- 



S 13 

0 4 

-- 

Au 18 

0 1 


” 


Au 19 






(S) 

J1 31 

-- 

-- 









(S) 

J1 26 

-- 

- 



Au 20 
Au 28 





- 





- 


J1 28 
J1 29 

” 

J1 25 
S 15 


(S) 

S 19 

(S) 

S 4 

(S) 

Au 24 

(S) 

Au 23 

(S) 

Au 24 

(S) 

S 2 










P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

D 28 

~(w) 

P 

P 

P 


(S) 

Aug 

(S) 

S 13 

Au 15 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

S 20 




(S) 

S 19 

(S) 

S 13 


(S) 

Aug 

(S) 

0 3 


-- 


(S) 

Au 25 


(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

0 1 

(S) 

Au 18 


(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

— 

(S). 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

Au 3 

0 12 

S 8 

0 2 

N 5 

0 1 


S 19 

0 16 

0 27 

S 25 


(S) 

Au 30 


(S) 

Au 30 

-- 

J1 25 
Au 25 


(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

S 15 

(S) 

S 7 

- 


-- 

-- 

(S) 

0 1 

(S) 

J1 30 


(S) 

Au 10 

(S) 

Au 19 

(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

0 2 


(S) 

0 17 

P 

S 24 

P 

P 

(S) 

N 17 

(S) 

D 28 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 






P 

P 

D 20 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 


Pinon Jay 
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Adams 



Dawes 

Sctbl 

McPh 

Line. 

Brown 

So. 

Cen. 

Lane. 

D-S 

Cass 

Nem. 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

D 15 

— (w) 

P 


P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Tufted Titmouse 








P 

P 

P 

P 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 





D 31 
— (W) 

S 15 

0 20 

N 30 

— (w) 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 







D 28 

D 27 
--(W) 



— 

Brown 

Creeper 

- 

D 29 

0 22 

0 24 

0 11 
— (w) 

N 29 

— (w) 

— 

D 28 
—(W) 

0 4 
~(W) 

0 11 
--(W) 

0 12 
— (W) 

N 6 
— (W) 

House Wren 

- 

(S) 

0 3 

S 13 

(S) 

S 28 

(S) 

Au 23 

(S) 

0 15 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

0 4 

(S) 

0 14 

(S) 

S 26 

(S) 

S 18 

Winter 

Wren 








Au 30 
— (W) 

0 22 
-(W) 

0 7 

-- 

Bewick's Wren 










S 29 

- 

Carolina Wren 









(S) 

N 23 

-- 


Long-billed 
Marsh Wren 










S 21 

0 1 

— 


Short-billed -- — -- " ( s ) 

Marsh S 30 


Rock Wren 


(S) 

0 3 










Mockingbird 

- 

(S) 

Au 30 

- 

(S) 

S 13 

-- 

(S) 

J1 25 

" 

— 

(S) 

J1 9 


(S) 

Au 26 

Catbird 

(S) 

July 


Au 23 
0 5 


(S) 

S 6 

(S) 

S 25 

(S) 

S 18 

(S) 

S 27 

(S) 

0 2 

(S) 

0 2 

(S) 

S 25 

Brown 

Thrasher 

(S) 

July 

(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

S 17 

(S) 

S 18 

(S) 

S 18 

(S) 

0 3 

(S) 

D 28 

(S) 

0 4 

(S) 

N 17 

(S) 

0 3 

(S) 

S 20 

Sage Thrasher 

- 

0 11 










Robin 

P 

P 

(S) 

N 16 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(S) 

D 8 

Wood Thrush 



-- 


(S) 

Au 26 




(S) 

0 2 


(S) 

J1 24 

Hermit Thrush 

- 



0 23 


” 

0 14 

— 

-- 

-- 

— 

Swainson's Thrush 


Au 26 

0 14 

0 11 


-- 

S 15 

S 13 

S 13 

S 19 

S 21 

S 29 

" 

Veery 

- 

- 

- 

S 20 







-- 

Eastern 

Bluebird 


” 

- 

(S) 

N 8 

P 

(S) 

0 28 

-- 

(S) 

0 4 

P 

P 

P 

Mountain 

Bluebird 

- 

0 3 

" 

N 8 

-<w) 







" 

Townsend's 

Solitaire 

-- 

S 13 

“(W) 

N 1 








— 
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Adams 



Dawes 

Sctbl 

McPh 

Line. 

Brown 

So. 

Cen. 

Lane. 

D-S 

Cass 

Nem 

Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher 






S 22 






Golden-crowned 
Kinglet 

-- 

-- 

-- 

0 16 
--(w) 

-- 

0 15 

N 8 

- 

N 4 
”(W) 

0 18 
--(w) 

N 11 
"(W) 

-- 

Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 


0 3 

0 24 

0 25 

0 18 
--(w) 

D 27 

S 15 

0 15 

D 1 

-(w) 

0 4 

D 27 

S 22 

0 22 

0 5 

0 12 

-- 

Water 

Pipit 

- 

-- 

- 

Au 24 

S 13 

-- 

-- 

- 

” 

0 3 

0 28 

- 


Spraugue's Pipit-- 

-- 

-- 

0 11 

- 

S 15 

0 25 





-- 

Cedar 

Waxwing 

-- 

D 6 

D 19 


J1 2 

--(w) 

Au 5 

" 

P 

0 4 

--(w) 

J1 9 

0 22 

Au 28 

D 29 


Northern 

Shrike 

-- 

N 9 
"(W) 

-- 

D 6 

D 1 

--(w) 

0 17 






Loggerhead 

Shrike 

(S) 

Au 28 

(S) 

Au 30 

S 24 

(S) 

D 28 

(S) 

S 24 

(S) 

J1 25 


P 

(S) 

Au 23 

Au 26 

S 13 

P 

Starling 

P 

P 

Sept 

-(W) 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

White-eyed 

Vireo 





(S) 

Au 2 


" 

- 

(S) 

S 8 

-- 


Bell's Vireo 



-- 

(S) 

Au 30 

- 

(S) 

S 10 

- 

- 

(S) 

S 8 

(S) 

Au 16 

- 

Yellow-throated 

Vireo 









(S) 

S 8 

- 

- 

Solitary 

Vireo 









S 11 

S 22 


-- 

Red-eyed 

Vireo 


" 

S 11 

S 13 

-- 

(S) 

Au 31 

(S) 

Au 15 

-- 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

Au 24 


Warbling Vireo 

" 

-- 

S 13 

(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

S 2 




(S) 

S 28 

(S) 

Au 16 


Black-and-white 

Warbler 





(S) 

S 13 

-- 

-- 

S 19 

S 23 

S 17 

-- 

... 

Prothonotary 

Warbler 





0 4 







Blue-winged 
Warbler 










Au 18 

- 

Tennessee 

Warbler 








S 13 


0 8 

- 

Orange-crowned 
Warbler 

-- 

S 21 

-- 

-- 


S 15 

0 27 

S 26 

S 27 

0 4 

S 29 

0 26 

S 30 


Nashville 

Warbler 






S 12 

S 28 


S 13 

0 4 

Au 26 

0 8 

S 27 

S 29 

-- 

Yellow 

Warbler 


(S) 

Au 16 

Au 8 

(S) 

S 15 


(S) 

S 15 

" 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

Au 21 

IS) 

S 20 

-- 

Magnolia 






S 8 

- 


- 

0 2 

- 


Warbler 
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Adams 

Dawes Sctbl McPh Line. Brown So. Cen. Lane. D-S Cass Nem. 


Myrtle — 03 0 28 04 0 12 S 15 -- S 26 S 29 S 27 0 20 

Warbler 0 18 0 28 0 25 N 7 0 25 

Audubon's -- 03 

Warbler 

Black-throated -- — -- -- — -- -- -- S 23 

Green Warbler 

Blackburnian -- -- -- — -- -- -- -- — 0 14 


Warbler 

Chestnut-sided -- — Au 17 0 26 

Warbler 

Blackpoll -- -- -- 0 26 

Warbler 


Ovenbird -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- (S) (S) 

S 17 S 29 

Louisiana -- -- -- -- -- -- -- — J1 30 -- 

Waterthrush Au 18 

Kentucky — -- -- -- 0 4 — -- -- (S) 

Warbler Au 26 


Connecticut -- -- SI 

Warbler 


Mourning Warbler— 





0 26 






MacGillivray's 

Warbler 


Au 21 









Yellowthroat 

(S) 

J1 9 

(S) 

Au 16 

- 

(S) 

0 26 


S 12 

S 25 

- 

-- 

(S) 

S 25 

(S) 

Au 18 


Yellow-breasted (S) 
Chat July 


S 10 

S 16 

— 


S 12 

S 25 


” 

(S) 

Au 25 

(S) 

Au 18 

- 

Wilson's 

Warbler 

(S) 

S 14 

Au 30 

S 13 

S 12 

S 25 

S 8 


- 


- 

Au 25 

S 17 

S 27 


Canada 

Warbler 






S 10 

S 16 






American 

Redstart 

Au 21 

Au 15 

0 19 

S 16 






(S) 

Au 26 

(S) 

Au 19 


Rouse Sparrow 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bobolink 

J1 9 


Au 8 

Au 15 

(S) 

Au 6 

" 

" 


-- 

(S) 

J1 20 

- 

-- 

Eastern 

Meadowlark 


- 


(S) 

-- 

(S) 

J1 31 

-- 


(S) 

J1 20 

P 

P 

Meadowlark sp. 






P 

- 


P 


-- 

Western 

Meadowlark 

P 

P 

(S) 

0 28 

P 

P 

-- 

P 

P 

(S) 

N 23 

P 

-- 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 



(S) 

Au 23 

0 27 


-- 

(S) 

S 30 

- 

(S) 

Au 27 

Au 16 

0 6 
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Dawes 

Sctbl 

McPh 

Line. 

Brown 

Adams 

So. Cen. 

Lane. 

D-S 

Cass 

Nem. 

Redwinged 

Blackbird 

(S) 

Oct 

P 

P 

P 

(S) 

N 19 

P 

(S) 

D 28 

(S) 

0 4 

P 

(S) 

N 6 

(S) 

J1 1 

Orchard 

Oriole 

(S) 

S 15 

(S) 

J1 30 

(S) 

S 9 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

Au 4 

(S) 

S 10 

- 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

Au 5 

(S) 

Au 17 

(S) 

J1 1 

Baltimore 

Oriole 




(S) 

S 8 

(S) 

S 6 

(S) 

S 7 

” 

(S) 

Au 30 

(S) 

S 25 

(S) 

Au 27 

(S) 

S 4 

Bullock's 

Oriole 


(S) 

Au 1 









" 

Rusty 

Blackbird 





(S) 

0 14 

- 

S 30 





Brewer's 

Blackbird 

(S) 

J1 9 

0 3 

- 

S 27 

D 31 


0 25 

N 8 

” 

D 27 

-- 

Au 27 

N 6 


Common 

Grackle 

(S) 

S 14 

(S) 

0 23 

0 15 

(S) 

N 9 

(S) 

S 15 

(S) 

N 7 

(S) 

D 31 

(S) 

N 15 

(S) 

N 23 

(S) 

N 6 

(S) 

S 8 

Brown-headed 
Cowbird 

(S) 

J1 9 

(S) 

Au 10 

(S) 

(S) 

D 1 

P 

(S) 

0 28 

" 

(S) 

S 13 

(S) 

N 17 

(S) 

Au 27 

(S) 

J1 1 

Western 

Tanager 

S 8 

S 21 

0 3 


N 20 








Scarlet 

Tanager 









(S) 

J1 22 


" 

Cardinal 

- 


- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak 





(S) 

Au 9 

-- 

" 

” 

(S) 

0 2 

(S) 

Au 24 

— 

Black-headed 
Grosbeak 


S 13 

- 

(S) 

Au 25 

" 

Au 1 
Au 25 






Blue 

Grosbeak 

" 

” 

(S) 

S 17 

(S) 

J1 31 

(S) 

Au 19 

(S) 

S 25 

— 

" 

(S) 

Au 23 

— 

-- 

Indigo 

Bunting 

- 




(S) 

Au 19 

— 

- 

- 

m 

Au 26 

(S) 

Au 18 

(S) 

J1 29 

Dickcissel 

J1 9 

(S) 

0 8 

(S) 

Au 23 

(S) 

Au 19 

(S) 

S 6 

(S) 

S 25 

-- 

— 

(S) 

S 4 

(S) 

Au 27 

(S) 

J1 1 

Evening 

Grosbeak 





D 10 

--(w) 







Purple 

Finch 




N 24 

J1 15 




0 22 

D 8 

— 

-- 

House Finch 

- 

P 










Pine 

Siskin 


P 

N 8 


N 1 
~(W) 

0 15 

0 25 

" 

0 15 

~Cw) 

-- 

N 5 

— (w) 


American 

Goldfinch 

(S) 

Aug 

P 

S 3 

D 3 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

Rufous-sided 
Towhee 


(S) 

0 3 

N 2 

(S) 

0 23 

(S) 

S 6 

S 15 

N 7 

(S) 

N 5 

S 27 

0 4 

P 

S 1 

0 5 


Lark 

Bunting 

(S) 

S 7 


(S) 

S 7 

(S) 

S 2 

(S) 

S 6 

(S) 

S 2 






Savannah 

Sparrow 


0 3 

D 29 

(S) 


- 

Au 25 
0 25 

— 

— 

0 3 

0 20 
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A. J. Dachauer, J. M. Malkowski, 
Omaha; C. H. Swanson, Bellevue; 
J. E. Plank, Council Bluffs (Iowa). 
A lone male Wood Duck was seen 
November 9 and 27; a late Killdeer 
was seen at widely separated places 
on the Platte River December 9 and 
26; a Cuckoo which was not positive¬ 
ly identified but probably was a 
Black-billed was seen October 18; a 
Solitary Vireo was seen November 
19. Mr. Swanson reports seeing a 
Louisiana Waterthrush December 21 
and January 19 in Fontenelle Forest. 
The Woodcock was seen by Mr. Plank 
at the Two Rivers Recreation Area 
on the Platte River, about 4 P.M. on 
a warm, clear calm day. It flushed 
about 15 yards ahead of him from a 
little meadow in the willows, making 
a sort of whistle very much unlike a 
Common Snipe. The Mourning Dove, 
Robin, and Redwinged Blackbird are 
reported as “P”, although very few 
winter over. The last dates for East¬ 
ern and Western Meadowlarks are 
the last dates on which each species 
could be identified by song. Uniden¬ 
tified meadowlarks are present all 
year. 

Lancaster, Lincoln. 110 species. 
Ralph Harrington and Audubon Nat¬ 
uralist Club. A Brown Thrasher was 
seen December 27, a Myrtle Warbler 


December 22, a Rufous-sided Towhee 
was seen during the Christmas count 
period, and a Redwinged Blackbird 
December 27. Mr. Tate was told of 
Barn Owls (not the one reported) 
which are permanent residents, and 
believes the report to be correct. 

Lincoln. 129 species. Mrs. Glenn 
Viehmeyer, Mrs. M. F. Shickley, Mrs. 
Walt Neilsen, North Platte; Miss 
Marcia Sims, Maxwell; Mrs. Morris 

A. Cox, Hershey. A Great Blue Her¬ 
on (presumably the same one) win¬ 
tered over for the fourth year and a 
crippled Sandhill Crane was seen Ju¬ 
ly 28. 

McPherson, western part. 87 spe¬ 
cies. Mrs. Oona Bassett, Tryon. 

Nemaha, Auburn. 56 species. Mrs. 

B. F. Mowery. 

Sarpy—see Douglas. 

Scottsbluff, Scottsbluff. 107 spe¬ 
cies. Mrs. Harry Banghart, Mrs. 
Jack Brashear, Mrs. Roy Witschy. 

Webster—see Adams (South). 

Miscellaneous. Mr. and Mrs. James 
Tate Jr. of Lincoln sent in some ob¬ 
servations over the state. The follow¬ 
ing ones could not be combined with 
any of the reporting counties: Gree- 
ly, Osprey S 11, Sora S 20; Hall, 
Great Blue Heron S 20; Otoe, Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker (juveniles) O 18. 
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THE SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 


On May 8 and 9, 1965, the annual 
meeting and field day were held in 
Superior and vicinity. The local ar¬ 
rangements were in charge of Mrs. 
Earle Lionberger and Miss Marian 
Day. 

Roger Sharpe, of Lincoln, who will 
co-ordinate the reports for the state, 
explained the Nest-card Program of 
Cornell University Laboratory of 
Ornithology; Mrs. Oona Bassett, of 
Tryon, gave a talk on Birdwatching 
in New Zealand, with colored slides 
and tape-recorded sounds; William 
F. Rapp, Jr., of Crete, discussed The 
Second Revised Check-list of Nebras¬ 
ka Birds; James M. Malkowski, Oma¬ 
ha City Naturalist, talked and 
showed a color movie on Behavior at 
the Nest of the Great Blue Heron in 
the Central Missouri River Valley; 
Dr. Mary Tremaine, of Omaha, spoke 
on Birding in Nebraskaland; James 
Tate, Jr., of Lincoln, who originally 
was to be the speaker on Ecology of 
Sapsucker Feeding Trees, prevailed 
upon his co-worker on the project, 
Wm. L. Foster, Richmond, Mo., to 
attend and give the talk; and Mrs. 
D. Jean Tate, of Lincoln, talked on 
Correlation of Skeletal and Plumage 
Variation with Age in the Whistling 
Swan. Both of these last two talks 
were also illustrated with colored 
slides. 

At the banquet Dr. James H. En- 
derson, of The Colorado College, 
Colorado Springs, gave a color-slide- 
illustrated talk on The Falcons of 
North America. Mrs. Earle Lionberg¬ 
er was given a gift in recognition of 
her 40 years of continuous member¬ 
ship. 

The following officers were elected 
at the business meeting: President, 
Doris Gates, Chadron; Vice Presi¬ 
dent, Mrs. M. F. Shickley, North 
Platte; Secretary, Dr. Neva Pruess, 
North Platte; Treasurer, George 


Keim, Lincoln; Editor, R. G. Cortel- 
you, Omaha; Custodian, Bertha Win¬ 
ter, Lincoln. Harold Turner, of Hol¬ 
stein, was elected an Honorary Mem¬ 
ber. 

It was announced that the 1965 
Fall Field Day will be held at Pres- 
sey Park, September 26. This is on 
State Highway 21 south of Broken 
Bow, a little north of its intersection 
with State Highway 40 at Oconto. 
The next annual meeting will be held 
in Lincoln April 30 and May 1, 1966, 
the paper session being in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Nebraska Academy of 
Science which will meet April 29 and 
30. 

On Saturday morning, before the 
opening of the meeting, early risers 
made a field trip to Lovewell Lake, 
about 10 miles south of Superior in 
Kansas. The 61st Annual Field Day, 
Sunday morning, covered the ceme¬ 
teries north of town, Lincoln Park 
on the west edge, and areas west of 
town, both north and south of the 
Republican River. One hundred and 
five species were seen Sunday (106 
if the Empidonax species seen was 
not a Least Flycatcher, which was 
seen in another area), and 6 addi¬ 
tional species, indicated by (b), were 
seen on Saturday but not on Sunday. 
The list is: Eared(b) and Pied-billed 
Grebes; Double-crested Cormorant; 
Great Blue, Green, and Little Blue 
Herons; Common Egret(b) ; Black- 
crowned Night Heron; American Bit¬ 
tern (b); Mallard, Gadwall, Green¬ 
winged and Blue-winged Teal, Amer¬ 
ican Widgeon, Shoveller, Wood Duck, 
and Lesser Scaup; Turkey Vulture; 
Red-tailed, Swainson’s, and Marsh 
Hawk; Falcon sp.; Bobwhite, Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant; American Coot, 
Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Up¬ 
land Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, Les¬ 
ser Yellowlegs, White-rumped, Least 
(b), and Semipalmated(b) Sandpi- 
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pers, American Avocet(b), Wilson’s 
Phalarope. 

Ring-billed and Franklin’s Gulls; 
Rock and Mourning Doves; Great 
Horned and Short-eared Owls; Chim¬ 
ney Swift; Flicker; Red-bellied, Red¬ 
headed, Hairy, and Downy Wood¬ 
peckers; Eastern and Western King¬ 
birds ; Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Phoebe, Least Flycatcher, 
Empidonax sp.; Horned Lark; Tree, 
Bank, Rough-winged, Barn, and 
Cliff Swallows, Purple Martin; Blue 
Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Common 
Crow; Black-capped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch; House and 
Short-billed Marsh Wrens; Catbird, 
Brown Thrasher; Robin, Wood and 
Swainson’s Thrushes, Veery, East¬ 
ern Bluebird; Blue-gray Gnatcatch- 
er, Loggerhead Shrike, Starling. 

Bell’s and Warbling Vireos; Blue¬ 
winged, Tennessee, Yellow, and 
Myrtle Warblers, Yellowthroat; 
House Sparrow; Bobolink, Eastern 
and Western Meadowlarks, Yellow- 
headed and Redwinged Blackbirds, 
Orchard and Baltimore Orioles, 
Brewer’s Blackbird, Common Grack- 
le, Brown-headed Cowbird; Cardinal, 
Black-headed and Blue Grosbeaks, 
Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Ameri¬ 
can Goldfinch; Savannah, Grasshop¬ 
per, Lark, Chipping, Clay-colored, 
Field, Harris 1 , White-crowned, and 
Lincoln’s Sparrows. 


BOOK REVIEW 

The Bird Watcher’s America, ed¬ 
ited by Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., 
illustrated by John Henry Dick. 
McGraw-Hill Book Company. 472 pa¬ 
ges. $7.50. This book consists of 46 
chapters written by 44 distinguished 
naturalists, and short biographical 
sketches of each author. Each chap¬ 
ter tells of some special birding area 
in the continental U. S. and Canada, 
all (except one or two Alaskan is¬ 
lands) accessible to the ordinary 
birder without too much trouble and 


expense. Almost every chapter should 
be of interest to any one interested in 
nature, but especially so to those in¬ 
terested in birds, and is apt to leave 
an avid birder with the feeling that 
he must go there. The book differs 
from the editor’s Guides to Bird 
Finding in that the chapters are 
entertaining reading in themselves, 
they select just a few of the outstand¬ 
ing areas and treat them in greater 
depth, they do not give detailed infor¬ 
mation on directions and accommoda¬ 
tions except in the more isolated a- 
reas, and it covers points in Alaska 
and Canada. There is an index of the 
birds mentioned. 

Of special interest to Nebraskans 
(and NOU members in particular) 
is Doris Gates’ chapter on the Pine 
Ridge area. Those who feel that other 
Nebraska features should have been 
covered may be somewhat consoled 
by the fact that Miss Gates sneaks 
in some mention of the Sandhills, and 
Walter J. Breckendridge in his chap¬ 
ter, “A Virgin Prairie in Minnesota”, 
puts in a strong plug for the spring 
concentrations of Sandhill Cranes in 
the Platte Valley. Since the main 
concentration points are on the east 
side of the Missouri, Herbert Krau¬ 
se’s “Geese along the Missouri” does 
not specifically mention Nebraska lo¬ 
calities. George Miksch Sutton, who 
wrote on the Black Mesa country in 
the Oklahoma panhandle, is an hon¬ 
orary member of NOU, and so is the 
book’s editor. —Ed. 


IN MEMORIAM 

Miss Mary A. Towne died in Lin¬ 
coln March 29, 1965. She was a 
daughter of Dr. Solon R. Towne 
(NBR 32:18), one of the leading 
figures in early day ornithology in 
Omaha and Nebraska, and often ac¬ 
companied him on his observation 
trips. She became a member of NOU 
in 1932 and was a contributor to the 
Review. 
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MISSISSIPPI KITE SEEN IN FONTENELLE FOREST 


On May 27, 1965, Carl Swanson of 
Bellevue saw two unfamiliar birds in 
the air over the lake by the railroad 
tracks in Fontenelle Forest. He stu¬ 
died them for marking and actions 
and when he got home checked his 
books and finally decided that they 
must have been Mississippi Kites. 

On May 30, Dr. Leon Powell of 
Omaha, who was unaware of the in¬ 
cident, was in the same area with 
his 14-year-old son Steven, who 
called his attention to two birds in 
the air. Dr. Powell got his glasses 
on one of them and kept them on it 
until it went out of sight, and recog¬ 
nized the bird as a Mississippi Kite, 
with which he was acquainted from a 
stay in Texas. Steve said that the 
two birds were alike, and that he had 
first noticed them when he heard an 
unusual call - a sort of ke-er - which 
had not attracted Dr. Powell’s atten¬ 
tion (he was busy watching a Yellow 
Warbler build its nest). The call is 
not inconsistent with the descriptions 
given by some for the Kite’s call. 

Dr. Powell spent some time check¬ 
ing his books and those of the Omaha 
Public Library, and found only the 
following records of Mississippi Kites 
in Nebraska: 

(1) Thomas Say, zoologist for the 
Major Long Expedition, 1819-20, list¬ 
ed the Mississippi Kite among the 
birds seen at “Engineer Canton¬ 
ment”, “about half a mile above Fort 
Lisa, five miles below Council Bluff, 
and three miles above the mouth of 
Boyer’s River”, on the west bank of 
the Missouri River. (Near present- 
day Fort Calhoun, Nebraska, north 
of Omaha. - Ed.) 

Ref: James, Edwin. Account of an 
Expedition from Pittsburgh to the 
Rocky Mountains performed in the 
years 1819, 1820, Vol. I, p. 137, 262. 
London, 1823. Longman, Hurst, Rees, 
Orme and Brown. 


(2) Bent reports a specimen taken 
near Omaha in November, 1912. 

Ref: Bent, A. C., Life Histories of 
North American Birds of Prey, Order 
Falconiformes (Part I) p. 70, Wash¬ 
ington, 1937. U. S. Govt. Printing 
Office. 

(3) On May 14, 1944, at Crystal 
Lake in Adams County, three Mis¬ 
sissippi Kites were seen by several 
members of NOU. On May 21, 1944, 
two were again seen in the same 
area. 

Ref: Haecker, F. W. NBR 12:8 

(4) On May 12, 1948, one Missis¬ 
sippi Kite was observed. The report 
is listed as for Bladen, Webster 
County, but apparently the bird was 
seen on Mr. Turner’s farm, which is 
in southern Adams County. 

Ref: Turner, Harold. NBR 18:56- 
57 

GENERAL NOTES 

Oldsquaw at North Platte 

In the late afternoon of 13 March 
1965 the authors, with Doris Gates 
and Bertha Winter, found an unusual 
duck in the race below a power dam 
on the south side of North Platte. 
Careful observation with binoculars 
and a 35 power scope at distances as 
short as 25 yards revealed the bird 
to be a female Oldsquaw (Clxmgvla 
hyemalis). We made a careful de¬ 
scription of the bird which when com¬ 
pared with several field guides con¬ 
firmed our identification. A photo 
was taken which, although not of 
good enough quality for printing, 
clearly showed the identification. 
Additionally, we had seen the species 
previously, and so were familiar with 
it. The bird was seen repeatedly by 
several people until 3 April, after 
which date it was seen no longer 
(from a letter from Gail Shickley 
of North Platte). 
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Records in the Nebraska Bird Re¬ 
view indicate this species is a rare 
migrant in Nebraska. The species 
has been recorded several times from 
the eastern part of the state. The 
only record we could find west of 
100° west longitude was also from 
Lincoln County (NBR 1945:43). 

—James and Jean Tate, Lincoln 
The Surf Scoter in Nebraska 
While inspecting the contents of a 
large freezer in the University of 
Nebraska State Museum, I recently 
came across the body of a juvenal 
Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata). 
The data on the bird indicated it had 
been brought in by a conservation 
officer, Jim McCole, on 20 October 
1952. Correspondence with Mr. 
McCole revealed that the bird had 
been shot about five miles west of 
Chappell, Deuel County, Nebraska, 
on Lodge Pole Creek. 

I prepared a study skin of the spe¬ 
cimen which is now deposited in the 
State Museum (UNSM # 10853). 
The sex of the bird could not be de¬ 
termined. The retrices were notched 


in the manner typical of juvenal 
ducks. The specimen was not fat. 

Mr. McCole also mentioned that he 
had shot another individual of this 
species on Sutherland Reservoir in 
Lincoln County, Nebraska, sometime 
since the first specimen was taken. 
Both of these records seem to be 
unusual for Nebraska. Although the 
most recent checklist of Nebraska 
birds (Rapp, et. al. Occ. Papers of 
the Nebraska Ornith. Union, No. 5; 
p. 5) reports only that there “are 
several old records for this species 
from the Lincoln and Omaha areas”, 
a cursory survey of the Nebraska 
Bird Review reveals several addi¬ 
tional acceptable records away from 
these areas. Notable in this regard 
are: Brown County (Neb. Bird Rev. 
1937:13-14.), Hall County (Ibid 
1934:14), and more recently from 
Rock County (Ibid 1964:12). The 
records reported here seem to be the 
westernmost records for this species 
in the state. —James Tate, Jr., 
Department of Zoology and Physiolo¬ 
gy, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. 


EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS 


Yesterday (April 3) while enroute 
home from Chadron, about 5 P.M. I 
saw about 500 Snow Geese feeding in 
the wheat stubble about 1% miles 
east and 1 mile south of Hemingford. 
I had seen flocks of Canada Geese 
earlier and one small flock of Snow 
Geese on Cochran’s Lake. 

—Mrs. Julia Brashear, Scottsbluff. 

While driving along in the country 
yesterday (April 17) north of town, 
I spotted two owls sitting by a hole 
in the ground which was situated on 
a little high spot on a ridge border¬ 
ing a marshy area. They appeared 
earless, so I took them for Short-ear¬ 
ed Owls, which had been seen in the 
area before. As I watched them, one 
flew away while the other sank deep¬ 


er in the hole until it was completely 
out of sight. I got a flashlight from 
the car and looked as far into the 
burrow as I could see, but found no¬ 
thing. About 8 feet from the hole 
were the remnants of an unidentifi¬ 
able bird about the size of a quail, 
and there was some kind of white 
excretion about the tunnel entrance, 
so I thought it was occupied. Pear¬ 
son’s “Birds of America” describes 
the nest of the Short-eared Owl as 
being placed on the ground in marshy 
areas, beneath bushes or in a slight 
depression, and that of the Burrow¬ 
ing Owl as always in a hole in the 
ground, so I am convinced it was the 
Burrowing Owl. The Revised Check¬ 
list of Nebraska Birds lists the Bur- 
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rowing Owl as a common summer 
resident and breeder in the western 
two-thirds of the state and rare in 
the eastern third. I returned later 
the same evening to check on them, 
but some one was target shooting 
right at the site. This is a heavily 
traveled road and many people drive 
along there and shoot at birds and 
objects, so I fear for the nesting suc¬ 
cess and safety of these birds. 

—Ralph Harrington, Lincoln 

(In June the Reims said the Owls 
were still there.) 

Howard Wolff told me that he 
twice saw an albino Pintail duck be¬ 
fore the hunting season about the 
first of October last year near Te- 
kamah, Nebraska. There was an al¬ 
bino Barn Swallow nesting at the 
Avery Feed Lot last summer. This 
was positively a female. The brood 
of young were normal in color. A 
friend told me of a white swallow up 
near Florence, most likely a Bank 
Swallow. I went up to see it but 
didn’t find it—probably didn’t find 
the exact locality. An albino Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was either shot or 
found dead at Carter Lake, Iowa. 
Just a trace of the yellow was visi¬ 
ble and there is no doubt about the 
identification. It must be a male. 

Cecil Woodgate killed a male 
White-winged Scoter at North Platte 
in late November 1963, on the Suth¬ 
erland Reservoir. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 

I would like to report sighting two 
Snowy Owls in Buffalo County. I 
saw one on December 13, 1964, about 
8 miles north and 1 mile west of 
Kearney, sitting on a haystack 20 
yards from the road. I saw the other 
owl on January 3, 1965, along the 


South Loup River, 6 miles west of 
Pleasanton, perched in a tree 50 
yards from the road. Both observa¬ 
tions were at mid-day. 

—LeRoy Smith, Kearney 
George Brown, our high school bio¬ 
logy teacher, also has some Snowy 
Owl observations. Apparently one 
was seen on the TV antenna on top 
of our City Hall. 

—John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
On April 27, 1965, I saw a single 
male Cinnamon Teal at the Lake 
Maloney inlet. It was dabbling with 
about a dozen Blue-winged Teal and 
a few Shovelers. None of the female 
teal seemed to be with it. Cinnamon 
Teal are seen only occasionally as 
far east as North Platte. 

On May 2, 1965, the Tout Bird 
Club of North Platte held their an¬ 
nual spring field day. We drove from 
North Platte via Tryon to Mrs. Ona 
Bassett’s ranch in McPherson County. 
Some of the members returned via 
Stapleton. A total of 93 species was 
recorded, including a Peregrine Fal¬ 
con and a pair of Wood Ducks. Sev¬ 
eral Hundred Wilson’s Phalarope and 
68 Avocets were seen at Dry Lake 
near the Bassett ranch. A Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse was seen performing 
his dance for the benefit of four 
females at 12:30 in the afternoon. 
—Mrs. Kenneth Pruess, North Platte 


NEXT MEETINGS 

Fall Field Day. September 26, 1965, 
Pressey Park State Recreation Area 
(on State Highway 21, south of 
Broken Bow). 

Annual Meeting, April 30 and May 
1, 1966, Lincoln. 
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1965 (Fortieth) Spring Migration and Occurrence Report 


Two hundred seventy two species 
are listed in this report. The number 
for each reporting area is given in 
parentheses after the area name. The 
practice of not distinguishing between 
Red-shafted and Yellow-shafted 
Flickers because of the great amount 
of hybridization has been continued. 

Two dates indicate the first and 
last record for the particular area. 
The symbols used in the tabulation 
are: for the months, Ja, F, Mr, Ap, 
My, Je; W - to indicate a species 
which was present before January 1; 
- S to indicate a species which re¬ 
mained after June 30; P to indicate 
a species which is present all year, 
although the same individual birds 
may not be present during the whole 
year and the number of birds present 
may vary greatly during the year; 
c to indicate an approximate date, 

either reported as “about .” or 

given to the reporter as “a week ago” 
or the like; j and p in the Gage Coun¬ 
ty column to indicate observations 
made in the adjoining counties of Jef¬ 
ferson and Pawnee, respectively; s 
in the Scotts Bluff column to indicate 
observations made in adjoining Sioux 
County, x in the Lincoln County col¬ 
umn to indicate species which were 
present on May 23, when Mrs. Shick- 
ley made her last trip before leaving 
for the summer, and which probably 
were present after that date. 

In the tabulation the information 
is presented in an approximate west 
(left column) to east (right column) 
order. The names of the reporters 
(and of the observers where known) 
and any special comments are given 
below by counties in alphabetical 
order: 

Adams (Central) (155), Hastings; 
Miss Vera Maunder for the Brooking 
Bird Club. Mrs. Ethel Marian had a 


Rufous-sided Towhee in her yard 
January 26. The Turkey Vulture was 
seen by Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, who has 
seen the species many times in the 
South. 

Adams (South) (120), Holstein; 
Harold Turner, Robert Spicknall. Un¬ 
identified Gulls were seen from March 
31 to April 5. Thrushes were seen 
from May 7 to 15 but not seen well 
enough to distinguish between Swain- 
son’s and Gray-cheeked. A Logger- 
head Shrike was seen January 9. 
A Warbler, probably Orange-crowned 
but possibly Tennessee/was seen May 
4. A note on a sighting of a probable 
Cassin’s Sparrow is given on page 65. 

Cass (166), Plattsmouth; Mrs, 
Donald Wood and Mrs. Paul Heine>- 
man. The “P” records for geese were 
from the Plattsmouth Waterfowl 
Management Area. On March 23, 
about the peak of the build-up, a 
count showed 245 White-fronteds, 300 
Canadas, 8,000 Blues and Snows, and 
80,000 ducks, with Mallards and Pin¬ 
tails the most common. Four Bald 
Eagles were also seen on the count. 

Dawes (60), Mrs. W. A. Neeland 
(Mrs. Neeland’s address is Heming- 
ford, in Box Butte County, but she 
lives in Dawes County). Blue Jays are 
P in the Pine Ridge but not in Mrs. 
Neeland’s area. A bird, probably a 
House Wren but too far away for 
positive identification, was seen May 
27 and 29 and June 11. White-crowned 
Sparrows were seen as late as early 
May. 

Douglas-Sarpy (194), Omaha and 
Bellevue; C. H. Swanson, Mrs. How¬ 
ard Holmgren, J. M. Malkowski, Dr. 
Leon Powell, Mrs. S. A. Perkins, 
R. G. Cortelyou. Great Blue Herons 
were much scarcer than in previous 
years, and there were not over ten 
continued on page 6U 
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- S 







- S 





- S 


Black Tern 

My 22 

— 

My 10 

My 16 

- 

My 16 

Ap 

24 

- 

My 30 

-- 

- 

My 

11 

My 31 

- 




- S 



My 22 

- ! 



- S 



Je 

8 

Je 4 


Rock Dove 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 


P 

P 

P 

P 

P 


P 

- 

Mourning Dove 

Ap 5 

Ap 2 

Ap 3 

Mr 31 

Mr 20 

Mr 30 

Mr 

11 

Ap 1 

Ap 7 

P 

Ja 31 

F 18 

F 26 

P 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 


3 

- S 

- S 


- S 

- : 


- S 


Yellow-billed 

Je 10 

.. 

My 31 

My 30 

Je 8 

Je 8 

My 

15 

My 12 


My 23 

Je 2 

My 

18 

My 18 

My 30 

Cuckoo 

- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 



- S 


- S 

- S 


3 

- S 

- S 

Black-billed 

.. 

„ 

My 30 

.. 

— 

Je 22 

.. 


My 25 My 25 

My 23 

My 15 My 

16 

Je 2 

My 29 

Cuckoo 



- S 



- S 



- S 

- s 

- S 

- S 


3 

- S 

- S 

Barn Owl 

__ 

.. 

Ap 11 

.. 

.. 

Mr 31 














x 



Ap 28 











Screech Owl 

P 

.. 

P 

P 

„ 

.. 

.. 


My 1 

.. 

.. 

Ap 16 

P 


P 

P 










- S 



- S 





Great Homed 

P 

.. 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 


P 

.. 

P 

P 

P 


P 

P 

Owl 

















Burrowing Owl 

Ja 6 

- 

Ap 16 

Ap 28 

- 

Ap 12 

Ap 

16 My 8 

- 

Ap 17 

- 

- 


- 

- 


- S 


- S 

- s 


- S 

- J 




- S 







Barred Owl -- My 21 -- — -- -- -- -- -- P P 

Long-eared Owl -- -- -- -- -- -- Ap 19 -- -- -- -- — Ja 6 

Ap 20 

Short-eared Owl -- -- -- -- -- W - -- -- -- -- -- My 31 Ja 15 -- 

F 15 


Whip-poor-will 


Ap 21 

- S 
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SctBl 

Dawes 

Line. 

Logan 

Harlan 

Adams 

So. Cen. 

Ham. 

Platte 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Common 

Nighthawk 

My 25 
- S 

My 30 

- S 

My 22 
- S 

My 29 
- S 

My 21 

- S 

My 15 My 4 

My 27 
- S 

Je 7 

My 18 
- S 

My 22 

- S 

My 16 
- S 

My 15 
- S 

My 9 
- S 

Chimney 

Swift 

My 22 
My 26 


Ap 21 

- S 

My 18 

- s 

Ap 29 

- S 

My 12 
- S 

Ap 10 
- S 

My 1 

Ap 22 
- S 

My 2 

Ap 15 

Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 18 
- S 

Ap 14 
- S 

White- 

throated Swift 

My 22 

- S 














Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 












My 6 
- S 

My 9 
- S 

My 22 

- S 

Belted 

Kingfisher 

P 

Ap 15 
- S 

P 

Ap 3 
- S 


- 

Ap 5 
- S 

Ap 26 
- S 

P 

P 

Ap 16 

P 

Ap 7 
- S 

Ap 22 

Flicker 

P 

Ap 7 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 





P 


P 

P 

My 6 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 

My 14 
- S 

My 14 

Ap 28 

My 13 
- S 

Mr 30 

- S 

My 5 

- S 

Ap 28 
- S 

My 1 

My 6 
- S 

Ap 30 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 24 Ap 27 
- S - S 

Mr 13 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 



Mr 15 



- 

W - 
F 24 

Ja 1 


W - 
Mr 25 

Ap 1 


F 14 

F 24 

Ja 1 

Hairy 

Woodpecker 

P 


P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Mr 14 

Downy 

Woodpecker 

P 

Mr 23 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Eastern 

Kingbird 

My 13 

- S 

My 20 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

My 4 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 5 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 6 

- S 

My 2 

- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 5 
- S 

Ap 27 My 3 
- S - S 

Western 

Kingbird 

Ap 2 
- S 

My 5 
- S 

Ap 30 
- S 

Ap 22 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 30 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

Ap 30 

My 5 

My 15 My 16 
- S - S 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

My 22 


My 23 

My 28 
- S 

Ap 29 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 15 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 13 
- S 

My 16 

- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 4 

- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 14 
- S 

Eastern 

Phoebe 



Je 30 




Ap 18 
- S 

Ap 10 
- S 

My 13 
- S 

Je 6 

Mr 20 
- S 

Ap 7 
- S 

Mr 21 
- S 

Je 5 
- S 

Say's Phoebe 

Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 7 
- S 

Mr 22 

- 

Ap 1 
- S 

Ap 1 
- S 

Ap 19 
- S 








Empidonax sp. 

My 15 






My 12 
My 17 

- 

My 12 

My 2 

My 22 
My 24 

My 1 

Je 30 

My 15 
Je 27 

- 

Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher 











- 

My 18 


- 

Acadian 

Flycatcher 












My 1 
- S 



Traill's 

Flycatcher 



- 

My 17 

- S 






- 


My 25 
- S 



Least 

Flycatcher 











My 10 
My 15 

My 6 

Je 5 


- 

Eastern 

Wood Pewee 





Ap 18 

- S 

My 3 

My 5 
- S 

- 

My 13 

My 15 
- S 

My 15 
- S 

My 18 

- S 

My 15 My 14 
- S - S 

Western 

Wood Pewee 

My 22 

- S 














Olive-sided 

Flycatcher 












My 25 

- 

- 

Horned Lark 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 1 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Mr 13 
My 29 

Violet-green 

Swallow 

My 22 














Tree Swallow 

- 


- 

My 17 


My 4 
My 11 

My 15 


Ap 25 


- 

Ap 20 
My 18 

" 

- 

Bank Swallow 



My 2 
- S 

- 

- 


My 24 My 1 
- S - S 

Je 12 

- 

- 

Ap 25 
Je 23 

Ap 13 
- S 

- 
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SctBl 

Dawes 

Line. 

Logan 

Harlan 

Adams 

So. Cen. 

Ham. 

Platte 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Rough-winged 
Swallow 

Ap 17 
My 2 

Ap 25 

Ap 28 
- S 

Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 20 
- S 

Ap 18 
- S 

My 15 

- S 

Ap 30 
- S 


My 2 

- S 

Ap 16 
- S 

My 25 
Je 23 

My 18 
- S 

Ap 22 

Barn Swallow 

Ap 19 

- S 

Ap 28 

- S 

Ap 25 

- S 

Ap 28 
- S 

Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 6 

- S 

Ap 9 

Ap 30 

Je 10 
- S 

Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 18 
- S 

Ap 24 

- S 

Ap 23 

- S 

Ap 22 

- S 

Cliff 

Swallow 

My 22 
- S 

My 17 
- S 

My 2 

- S 



My 15 

- S 






My 11 
- S 

My 15 

My 9 

- S 

Purple 

Martin 

- 

" 

Ap 3 
- S 

My 31 

Ap 20 
- S 

My 15 
- S 

“ 

Ap 7 

Ap 10 
- S 

Ap 4 
- S 

Ap 4 

- S 

Ap 10 

- S 

Ap 4 
- S 

Ap 17 
- S 

Blue Jay 

P 

My 7 
- S 

P 

Ap 28 
- S 

P 

Ap 22 

- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Black-billed 

Magpie 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Mr 21 
- S 







Common Crow 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Pinon Jay 

Ja 10 
My 12 














Black-capped 

Chickadee 

P 


P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

F 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Tufted 

Titmouse 










P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

Mr 31 





Mr 15 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Brown 

Creeper 

- 

- 

w - 
F 28 



- 

W - 
Mr 1 

Ja 1 

Ja 3 

W - 
Ap 18 

W - 
Ap 8 

W - 
Ap 24 

W - 
Mr 28 

w - 

F 8 

House Wren 

My 3 

- S 

My 24 

Ap 25 
- S 

Ap 30 

Ap 27 
- S 

Ap 21 
- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 25 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 18 
- S 

Ap 16 

Ap 11 
- S 

Ap 19 Ap 19 
- S - S 


Winter Wren 


Carolina Wren 


W - -- — W - 

My 30 Ap 22 

Mr 9 Ap 23 -- 
Ap 22 My 20 


Long-billed 
Marsh Wren 


Ap 11 


Je 1 -- 


Short-billed 
Marsh Wren 


My 


15 — 


Rock Wren 

My 16 
- S 


My 2 

" 

"" 

Ap 29 
My 4 









Mockingbird 

My 4 

- S 

- 

P 

- 

My 19 
- S 

My 25 
Je 5 

My 15 

- S 

My 

1 — 


- 

- 

Je 20 
- S 

- 

Catbird 

My 16 

- 

My 16 

My 27 
- S 

Ap 15 
- S 

My 11 
- S 

My 11 
- S 

My 

7 My 12 
- S 

My 9 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

Ap 24 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Brown 

Thrasher 

Ap 24 
- S 

My 5 
- S 

Ap 30 
- S 

Ap 23 
- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 23 
- S 

Ap 

24 My 6 

Ap 24 

- S 

Ap 21 

- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Robin 

P 

Mr 27 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 19 
- S 

F 

F 14 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

Wood 

Thrush 







My 15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 1 
- S 

- 

My 30 
- S 

Hermit 

Thrush 










- 

Ap 16 

My 11 

- 

- 

Swainson 1 s 
Thrush 

My 9 

My 15 

My 24 

My 10 

My 10 

- 

- 

My 3 

Je 2 

- 

- 

My 2 

My 23 

My 3 
My 22 

My 6 

Je 5 

My 19 
My 22 


Gray-cheeked 

Thrush 


- 

My 16 

- 

- 


My 15 

- 

My 12 

My 2 

- 

My 8 


- 

Veery 

- 

- 

My 17 

- 

- 

- 

My 12 

- 

- 







My 18 

P My 21 Ap 18 Mr 18 My 15 P — Mr 14 Ap 16 P P P 

-S -S -S-S -S -S 


Eastern 

Bluebird 
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Mountain 

Bluebird 


Ham. Platte 


Lane. Gage Doug- Cass Nem. 
Sarpy 


SctBl Dawes Line. Logan Harlan 


Townsend's W - 

Solitaire Mr 14 


Blue-gray — — My 19 

Gnatcatcher 


Golden-crowned Ja 13 


Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 


Mr 23 
My 13 


Sprague's -- -- My 2 

Pipit 

Bohemian Ja 8 

Waxwing 


Cedar W - Ap 16 P 

Waxwing Je 12 


Mr 30 — Ja 10 — 
Ap 3 

Ap 22 Ap 18 Ap 11 Ja 14 -- 
My 15 

My 3.- 

My 7 

Ap 7 
Ap 21 


W - -- P F 20 W - 

F 18 Je 6 Ap 15 


Northern 

Shrike 


W - — W - 

F 18 Mr 10 


W - W - 
Mr 21 F 14 


Loggerhead 

Shrike 


Ap 1 
- S 


Je 10 


Starling P 


P 


P 


P 


P P 


P P 


White-eyed 

Vireo 


Bell's Vireo 


My 19 My 20 My 6 My 9 -- My 25 -- 

-S -S -S -S 


Yellow-throated — ' — 

Vireo 

Solitary 

Vireo 

Red-eyed My 22 

Vireo 

Warbling My 16 

Vireo - S 

Black-and- 
white Warbler 

Prothonotary 

Warbler 

Golden-winged 
Warbler 

Blue-winged 

Warbler 


My 24 

- S 

My 12 My 17 -- — My 15 My 6 My 15 

x -S -S-S-S 

My 2 My 15 My 3 Ap 26 My 2 My 13 

-S -S -S-S-S-S 

My 15 — 


Tennessee -- -- My 10 

Warbler 


My 6 -- My 13 


Orange-crowned Ap 26 -- My 2 My 10 

Warbler 


Ap 23 My 2 -- 

My 15 


Nashville -- -- My 1 

Warbler 


My 13 


Yellow 

Warbler 


My 5 My 20 My 2 
- S - S - S 


My 4 My 21 
- S 


My 5 My 6 My 3 My 12 
-S -S -S -S 


Magnolia 

Warbler 


Myrtle Ap 26 -- Ap 27 Ap 22 -- Ap 17 My 1 Ap 27 My 13 

Warbler My 13 x My 5 


Audubon's Ap 26 

Warbler 


Ap 18 -- My 8 

My 27 

W - -- W - W - 

Ap 25 Ap 22 F 23 

Ap 18 Ap 16 Ap 7 
Ap 25 My 22 Ap 29 


W - F 21 F 22 W - Ja 1 
Ap 18 My 22 Je 17 Je 28 


P 


P 


Mr 19 Ap 9 Mr 21 Ja 1 

- S - S Je 8 Je 30 

P P P P 

Ap 29 Je 1 -- 


Je 6 — Ap 25 Ap 23 — 

- S - S - S 

Ap 15 — 

- S 

Je 5 - Ap 25 -- 


My 5 My 1 My 11 -- 
- S - S - S 

My 2 Ap 30 Ap 22 My 15 -- 

-S -S -S -S 

My 6 


Ap 20 My 12 -- 
Ap 29 

My 5. 


Je 1 -- 


My 4 Ap 24 

My 26 My 27 

Ap 25 Ap 23 My 4 — 

My 9 My 4 

My 3 Ap 24 My 11 -- 

My 13 My c8 


My 8 My 1 My 1 
- S My 28 - S 


My 11 My 3 
- S My 29 


Ap 18 Ap 23 Ap 24 Ap 7 My 6 
My 2 My 5 My 8 Ap 27 
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SctBl 

Dawes 

Line. 

Logan 

Harlan 

Adams 

So. Cen. 

Ham. 

Platte 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Black-throated 
Green Warbler 










My 15 



" 

Cerulean 

Warbler 











My 18 
- S 


" 

Blackburnian 

Warbler 










My 12 
My 23 

" 

My 11 


Chestnut-sided 
Warbler 






My 15 





My cl 
Je 12 


- 

Bay-breasted 

Warbler 










My 18 
My 20 




Blackpoll 

Warbler 








My 12 

My 23 

My 8 
My 22 

My 23 

- 


Palm Warbler 

- 

- 

My 2 











Ovenbird 

- 

- 


My 18 

- 

My 15 

- 




Ap 22 
- S 


- 

Northern 

Waterthrush 

My 22 








My 2 

- 

My 8 

Ap 27 

- 

Louisiana 

Waterthrush 










- 

Ap 11 
Je 17 


- 

Kentucky 

Warbler 











My 6 

Je 27 

- 

- 

Mourning 

Warbler 









My 23 

My 22 My 23 
My 29 



MacGillivray's 
Warbler 

My 15 
My 22 





My 15 

- 







Yellowthroat 

My 10 
- S 


Ap 30 

- S 

My 17 

- 

My 3 My 5 
My 25 My 15 

My 8 
- S 

My 12 
- S 

My 15 

- S 

Ap 24 
- S 

Ap 24 
- S 

My 11 
- S 

My 15 
Je 5 

Yellow¬ 
breasted Chat 

My 22 

- S 


My 19 

- S 

My 11 
- S 

- 

Je 8 — 





My 1 
- S 

Je 5 
- S 


Wilson's 

Warbler 

My 16 


My 2 

My 19 

- 

- 

My 15 


- 

My 23 

- 

My 8 
My 20 

Ap 27 

- 

American 

Redstart 

My 8 

My 15 


My 6 

My 21 


My 15 


My 12 

- S 

My 23 

My 1 
Je 11 

Ap 24 
- S 

My 15 

- S 


House Sparrow 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bobolink 

- 

My 31 
- S 

My 10 

- S 

My 17 

- S 



My 20 

- S 

Je 3 
- S 

My 23 
- S 


My 14 
- S 

My 18 
- S 


Eastern 

Meadowlark 

- 


Ap 6 
- S 

Ap 28 
- S 


Mr 15 -- 
- S 

Mr 7 
- S 

- 

Ap 4 

P 

F 26 
- S 

P 

P 

Western 

Meadowlark 

P 

Mr 15 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

F 14 
- S 

P 

P 

Ja 1 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 

Ap 18 
- S 

My 17 
Je 23 

Ap 19 

- S 

Ap 26 

Ap 16 

- S 

Ap 21 Ap 23 
My 8 My 15 

My 2 

Ap 20 
- S 

Ap 17 
My 2 


Ap 17 
- S 

Ap 29 


Redwinged 

Blackbird 

P 

Mr 15 

P 

P 

F 27 
- S 

P P 

Mr 7 

Mr 31 
- S 

Mr 14 
- S 

F 27 
- S 

F 28 
- S 

F 4 

Mr 13 

Orchard 

My 22 

My 21 

My 1 

My 18 

My 3 

My 3 My 3 

My 3 

My 6 

My 15 

My 4 

My 1 

My 9 

My 16 

Oriole 

- S 

- s 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S - S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Baltimore 

Oriole 

My 22 


My 5 

My 2 

- S 

My 1 

My 3 My 2 
- S - S 

My 2 

My 6 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 22 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 29 
- S 

Ap 29 

Bullock's 

Oriole 

Ap 29 
- S 

My 14 
- S 












Rusty 

Blackbird 










- 

F 17 

Ap 9 



Blackbird 

Ap IS 

Mrcl5 
- S 

P 



Mr 25 — 

Ap 25 


My 10 

Ap 17 

F 27 
Mr 20 

Mr 31 

Mr 18 


Common 

Ap 4 

Ap 19 

Mr 30 

Ap 10 

Ap 4 

Mr 25 P 

Mr 7 

Ap 12 

Mr 28 

Mr 27 

Mr 28 

Mr 16 Ap 4 

Gradkle 

- s 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- s 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 
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SctBl 

Dawes 

Line. 

Logan 

Harlan 

Adams 

So. Cen. 

Ham. 

Platte 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 

Ap 28 

- S 

My 17 
- S 

Ap 9 


Ap 6 
- S 

Mr 25 

- S 

Ap 18 
- S 

Ap 3 
- S 

Ap 20 
- S 

Ap 11 

- S 

Ap 3 

Mr 27 

- S 

Ap 7 
- S 

Ap 20 
- S 

Scarlet 

Tanager 







My 16 

" 


- 

- 

My 6 


- 

Cardinal 


- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak 


My 27 

- 

- 

My 13 
- S 


My 15 
- S 

My 3 

- S 

My 12 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

Ap 30 Ap 24 
- S - S 

Ap 24 My 3 
- S - S 

Black-headed 

Grosbeak 

My 22 

- 

My 6 

- S 

My 5 
- S 


My 8 
My 15 

My 3 

- S 

My 8 







Blue 

Grosbeak 

My 16 

- S 


My 9 

- S 

My 29 
- S 

My 13 
- S 


My 24 

- S 



My 16 

- 

My 23 

- 

- 

Indigo 

Bunting 



- 

My 9 
- S 

- 


Je 20 



My 15 

My 15 

My 6 
- S 

My 11 

Je 23 

Lazuli 

Bunting 

My 22 
My 26 

My 17 

My 19 




My 15 




My 14 




Dickcissel 

Je 30 


My 21 

My 23 

- S 

Je 1 
- S 

My 8 
- S 

My 30 

- S 

My 15 

- S 

Je 9 
- S 

My 2 

- S 

My 10 
- S 

My 5 

- S 

My 12 
- S 

My 9 

- S 

Purple 

Finch 


- 

Mr 14 

- 



Ap 5 

- 


Ja 10 

- 

W - 
Ap 10 



Cassin's Finch 

- 



My 30 











House Finch 

P 

- 

F 23 












Common Redpoll 

F 21 














Pine Siskin 

w - 
My 22 





F 15 









American 

p 

Ap 30 

P 

P 

Ap 18 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 


Goldfinch 


White-winged -- -- -- -- -- F 13 

Crossbill 


Green-tailed 

Towhee 

My 7 














Rofous-sided 
Towhee 

Ap 24 

- S 

Ap 26 

Ap 25 
- S 

Ap 21 

Ap 18 

Ap 12 
My 5 

My 15 
- S 


My 6 
- S 

Ja 30 
My 2 

Ap 20 
My 5 

F 17 
- S 

Ap 1 
- S 

Ja 1 
My 31 

Lark 

Bunting 

My 2 

- S 

Ap 7 
- S 

My 10 

My 12 
- S 

My 10 

- S 

My 8 

- S 

My 5 
- S 

My 10 


My 23 
Je 6 

Je 1 
* Sj 

My 14 



Savannah 

Sparrow 


Ap 29 

Ap 25 
My 9 



Ap 5 
My 15 




Ap 11 

Mr 21 

P 

Ap 27 
My 5 

Ap 19 
My 4 

- 

Grasshopper 

Sparrow 


My cl 

- S 


Je 6 

- S 


Ap 23 

- S 




- 

My 4 
- S 

Je 23 
- S 

Ap 29 
- S 


Baird's 

Sparrow 






Ap 17 
My 8 





- 

- 

Ap 29 

" 

Le Conte 1 s 
Sparrow 






Ap 25 
My 3 




- 


-- 

Ap 29 
My 2 


Hens low's 
Sparrow 






Ap 25 





- 


Ap 29 
My 3 

- 

Vesper 

Sparrow 

Ap 17 
My 22 


Ap 11 
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active nests in the heronry adjacent 
to Fontenelle Forest, compared to 
forty to fifty a few years ago. The 
Mississippi Kite was commented upon 
on page 49. A Myrtle Warbler was 
seen January 7, and Mr. Swanson 
reported a Louisiana Waterthrush 
on January 19. 

Gage (115), Beatrice; Kent Fiala. 
A lone Franklin’s Gull was seen Feb¬ 
ruary 20, a Brown Thrasher March 
9, a Rufous-sided Towhee February 
14, and a Lincoln’s Sparrow January 
31. The identification of the Golden¬ 
winged Warbler was checked by com¬ 
paring its song to that given in Pe¬ 
terson’s Field Guide to Bird Songs. 

Hamilton (130), Aurora; Mrs. Ker- 
mit Swanson. A Mourning Dove and 
a Common Grackle were seen Febru¬ 
ary 20. 

Harlan (80), Stamford; Mrs. John 
Danker s. Slate-colored Juncos were 
seen after the January 24 date given, 
but the dates were not recorded. 


Lancaster (138), Lincoln; Ralph 
Harrington for Audubon Naturalists’ 
Club. A Red-headed Woodpecker was 
seen January 16 and a few Common 
Grackles January 2. 

Lincoln (182), North Platte and 
Hershey; Mrs. M. F. Shickley, Mrs. 
M. A. Cox, Mrs. W. H. Nielsen, Mrs. 
Ken Pruess, Mrs. Glenn Viehmeyer. 
The wintering Great Blue Heron was 
seen January 10. Comment on the 
Oldsquaw was given on page 49 and 
on wintering Sandhill Cranes on page 
28. Common Grackles and two Mourn¬ 
ing Doves were seen January 3. 

Logan (125), Stapleton; Earl W. 
Glandon. 

Nemaha (80), Auburn; Mrs. B. F. 
Mowery. An unidentified goose was 
seen January 1, unidentified gulls 
March 31, and unidentified longspurs 
on January 1. 

Platte (119), Columbus; Mrs. John 
R. Armstrong. A note on a probable 
sighting of a Hooded Oriole is given 











Nebraska Bird Review 


65 


on page 65. 

Sarpy—see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff (142), Scottsbluff; 
Mrs. Harry Banghart, Mrs. J. W. 
Brash ear, Mrs. Alvin Vance, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. R. Young. The Swainson’s 
Hawk was seen by the Young’s at 
close range on a post. 

Webster. Now listed under Adams 
(South) for reasons explained on 
page 34. 


Two Unusual Birds Reported 

I saw a Hooded Oriole at Camp 
Sheldon May 12. This is a YMCA 
camp about three miles south of Col¬ 
umbus, between the Loup and Platte 
rivers on Beaver Creek. The ‘‘In some 
regions the hood, rump, and under¬ 
parts are fiery orange” of Audubon 
Bird Guide described it perfectly. I 
am sure the top of the bird’s head 
was orange, for I watched it a long 
time and had a very good view of it. 
In fact, I saw it on two days, for I 
went back to see it the second time 
to be sure it was all orange on head 
and neck. 

— Mrs. John R. Armstrong, Columbus 

I saw what I believe was a Cassin’s 
Sparrow here May 7. NOU member 
William Youngworth had suggested 
the possibility when he wrote me that 
it is a western form of the Pine-woods 
(now Bachman’s) Sparrow and that 
its song is similar to that of the 
Field Sparrow, but reversed. Al¬ 
though the migration period of the 
Field Sparrow does vary in time and 
duration it seemed to be over by May 
7, when in the morning I heard a bird 
call from the yard which has consid¬ 
erable bushes and the like growing 
in it. The call sounded a bit like the 
Field Sparrow’s, but did not seem to 


carry through normally. The incident 
had slipped my mind by early noon 
when I started my daily hike, until 
what appeared to be a grass sparrow 
flushed from short growth in the 
pasture lane and perched in a mul¬ 
berry tree nearby. I had a side view 
as it flew, and it appeared to have a 
graduated tail. There were not many 
leaves out, and I had a good view of 
it on the perch, both with and with¬ 
out glasses. It was of dull grayish 
coloration, with whitish under the 
bill and a lightly contrasting whitish 
line about the eye. As the bird twisted 
and turned its head, somewhat ner¬ 
vously, I noticed that the crown had 
no medial stripe. When I moved a 
step or two nearer the bird flew to an 
ash tree farther away. Then I 
thought about the call I heard that 
morning and it suddenly became ap¬ 
parent that it was the coveted Cas¬ 
sin’s Sparrow I had seen. 

—Harold Turner, Holstein 


Correction to 1964 Spring 
Report 

Lines fifteen through ten from the 
bottom of the left column on page 69 
of the October 1964 issue (Volume 
XXXII) are a duplication of lines 
immediately above, and displaced the 
last part of American Widgeon and 
the first part of Shoveller. The miss¬ 
ing information is (repeating the 
last of line 16 and the first of line 
9 from the bottom) : 

. . . . Lincoln (Mar 8 - May 10), 
Logan (Mar. 28), Nemaha (Mar. 30), 
Platte (Mar. 15), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 
26 - May 10). SHOVELLER, Adams 
(Mar. 23 - May 9), Brown (Apr. 12), 
Cass (Apr. 1), . . . . 


1966 ANNUAL MEETING, LINCOLN. APRIL 30 and MAY 1 
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Honorary Member — 

Harold Turner, who was elected to 
Honorary Membership in the Nebras¬ 
ka Ornithologists’ Union at the 1965 
annual meeting, was born on July 21, 
1908, on the farm between Bladen and 
Holstein where he still lives. He has 
been interested in wildlife as far back 
as he can remember, an interest 
which undoubtedly prompted his par¬ 
ents to give him a copy of Wood’s 
Illustrated Natural History for 
Christmas at an early age. He became 
an ardent outdoorsman, and started 
tramping around carrying a .22 cali¬ 
ber rifle as soon as it was permiss- 
able. Although he enjoyed the sport 
of hunting and trapping, he defin¬ 
itely disliked seeing the beauty of 
feather and fur destroyed. This led 
him to an interest in taxidermy, and 
in 1922 he enrolled for a correspond¬ 
ence course in it. 

In the spring of 1926 he was de¬ 
lighted to make the acquaintance of 
Mr. A. M. Brooking ( NBR 14:27), 
who founded what is now the Hast¬ 
ings Museum, using the Brooking 
collection of mounted birds and mam¬ 
mals as a basis. A firm friendship 
developed, and in January of 1933 
Mr. Brooking told him that if he 
would send a dollar “right away” to 


Harold J. D. Turner 

Myron H. Swenk ( NBR 10:1) (whom 
he met later) in Lincoln, he could yet 
get in on the reorganized Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union and receive 
The Nebraska Bird Review from the 
start. Mr. Turner did send in the 
dollar, and has been a member of 
NOU ever since. 

Although Mr. Turner became fairly 
skillful in taxidermy, especially with 
birds, he gave it up after about 20 
years in favor of spending more time 
in the great outdoors in contact with 
living creatures. His outdoor inter¬ 
ests include entomology and botany, 
and to some extent, geology and astro¬ 
nomy. He is primarily a field ob¬ 
server, and his many long hikes a- 
cross country have been rewarding, 
particularly in the sighting of prairie 
species. Being more hobbyist than 
business man, he has engaged eagerly 
in recording and reporting his orni¬ 
thological observations, and is a con¬ 
sistent contributor to the Bird Re¬ 
view. These records proved very use¬ 
ful in meeting Chandler S. Robbins’ 
request for data on arrival and de¬ 
parture dates for migratory species 
of the family Fringillidae to be used 
in the last volumes of Bent’s Life 
Histories of North American Birds. 


Excerpis From Letters 


(May 12) I had a Green-tailed 
Towhee in the yard this afternoon. 

(May 18) Yesterday I counted 20 
Black-bellied Plovers on Dry Lake. 

— Mrs. Oona Bassett, Tryon 
We saw a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
May 9, on our way home from the 
Superior meeting, less than two miles 
east of Fairbury on Highway 136. 
It was sitting on telephone wires 
which were at least forty feet off 
the road. — Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, 
Weeping Water 


On July 6 I saw a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher here on our place eight 
miles east of Crawford. A boy who 
had been running a tractor in our 
field described the bird to me on July 
5 and said he had seen it repeatedly 
that day, but I couldn’t get away just 
then to check on it. — Mrs. Levi Rich¬ 
ardson, Crawford 

On July 14 I found a male Town¬ 
send’s Warbler! It was feeding in the 
willows around the spawning ponds. 
I watched it for about forty-five 
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minutes until it finally retired down 
into the thicket. 

The female Hooded Merganser that 
spent all spring and summer on these 
ponds left some time last week. I last 
saw her August 17. — Mrs. W. H. 
Nielsen, North Platte 

On June 20, Harry and I saw a 
pair of Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
in the Watson ranch area, Twenty- 
five miles north of Scottsbluff in 
Sioux County on Highway 71. We 
were three miles east of the highway 
and turned north about three miles. 

June 26 Mrs. Jack Brashear, Mrs. 
Alvin Vance, Mrs. P. Cooper Ellis, 
Miss Lydia Bolz and myself returned 
to the area to look for the MeCown’s 
and Chestnut-collared Longspurs’ 
nests but none were sighted. We saw 
some more Chestnut-collareds at that 
time. Since then Mrs. Brashear drove 
along the highway only and saw more 
McCowns. Some were dead, probably 
hit by cars. 

On July 11, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wit- 
schy went up and took pictures of 
both kinds, along the road which is 
north and east of the highway. He 
estimates at least twenty-five pairs 
of each in that area. He has good 
pictures of them. — Mrs. Harry Bang- 
hart, Scottsbluff 

Ida May Heywood of Peru reported 
that a Chuck-will’s-widow sang near 
her house nearly every night at 8:20 
for a period of about one month from 
the middle of May to the middle of 
June, 1965. 

When I awoke this morning, Sep¬ 
tember 4, the trees on the hill behind 
the house had many Flickers and 
several Sparrow Hawks. Several 
times the Sparrow Hawks chased 
Flickers, and twice I saw them actu¬ 
ally hit Flickers but both times the 


Flickers flew away afterwards. I 
finally counted six Sparrow Hawks 
but had no idea how many Flickers 
there were. Some were obviously im- 
matures. — Doris Gates, Chadron 

On April 11 I had' quite a thrill 
when I saw two Whooping Cranes 
just south of Kearney. When we first 
saw them they were flying just be¬ 
hind and slightly higher than a flock 
of Sandhill Cranes. Even though their 
wingbeats seemed to be no more rapid 
than those of the Sandhills, they 
were soon flying ahead of that flock. 

— Mrs. Kermit Swanson, Aurora 

Late on July 13 I chanced to see a 
bird in the bushes and at the edge of 
the roof. When it flew to a tamarack 
and perched about the dead branches 
it was plain to see that it was a wren. 
Its three-syllable call separated it 
from the Bewick’s, and it evidently 
was an immature Carolina Wren, 
with only the tail and rump rusty 
brown. Although this is not my first 
observation of the species, it is not 
commonly seen here. 

On the morning of August 19 I 
looked from an upstairs window and 
saw a Yellow-throated Vireo flitting 
about in the tops of some choke-cher¬ 
ry trees that had been allowed to 
grow there. The closeness of the ob¬ 
servation and the distinctiveness of 
the yellow breast, contrasting sharply 
against the white belly, left no doubt 
as to its identity. This is a new spe¬ 
cies for me. 

From my upstairs “observatory” 
—an open, unscreened window—I saw 
a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher on the 
morning of August 31. With the aid 
of a 20x telescope all details of iden¬ 
tification were clearly seen. I have 
identified this species here once be¬ 
fore. — Harold Turner, Holstein 
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M. A. Carriker, Jr. 


Word was received of the death of 
M. A. Carriker, Jr. A letter from his 
son, Dr. Melbourne R. Carriker of 
Woods Hole, Mass., gives the follow¬ 
ing information: He “died on the 
very early morning of July 27, 1965, 
at a clinic in Bucaramanga, Colom¬ 
bia, South America, after an illness 
of about a month and a half. He was 
86 years old. His wife (my step¬ 
mother) survives him. He was Re¬ 
search Associate of the U. S. Nation¬ 
al Museum in Washington, D. C., and 
made his home in Colombia for some 
20 years. His extensive collection of 


Mallophaga of Central and South 
America and accompanying records 
were willed to the U. S. National Mu¬ 
seum and will be packed and shipped 
from Bucaramanga by a representa¬ 
tive of the National Museum. 

“Dad’s technical library of books 
and reprints, Colombian curios, and 
the like were given as a memorial to 
Dad to the Historical Society of Sant¬ 
ander in Bucaramanga. It will be 
housed in La Casa de Bolivar.” 

His picture and an article about 
him appeared in The Nebraska Bird 
Review of January, 1963, XXXI:2-7. 


A Parasitized Prairie Chicken Nest 


In the course of farming operations 
on the Jake Clem land southwest of 
Palmyra, Lancaster County, an active 
Prairie Chicken nest was located in 
a brome grass waterway. According 
to the landowner, the hen had flushed 
twice from the nest while he was 
plowing near the waterway. When 
the author checked the nest on May 
10, the hen was present, but did not 
flush. On June 5, word was received 
that the nest had begun to hatch, as 
evidenced by two pipping eggs. When 
the nest was checked on June 7, the 
following was found: 

11 Prairie Chicken eggs: all un¬ 
hatched (4 eggs examined, dead em¬ 
bryos, about 19 days). 

12 Pheasant eggs: 4 successful, 
6 with dead embryos, 21 days, 1 in¬ 
fertile, 1 with dead embryo, decom¬ 
posed, age unknown. 

A dead Pheasant chick, one day old, 
was found in the nest. Eggs of both 
species were well distributed within 
the nest. One successful Pheasant 
egg was noted deep within the nest. 
Three of the Prairie Chicken eggs 
were slightly cracked, possibly as a 
result of the hen flushing from the 
nest. 

Embryos, approximately nineteen 


days old, were found in four of the 
Prairie Chicken eggs examined. The 
seven remaining eggs were trans¬ 
ferred intact to Roger Sharpe, Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska, for further stud¬ 
ies. 

Measurements on eleven Prairie 
Chicken eggs showed average length 
to be 41.4 mm., average diameter to 
be 32.4 mm. 

Further inquiries indicated that 
Prairie Chickens have been observed 
periodically during the last five years 
in this vicinity, and that a recently 
established booming grounds is lo¬ 
cated about fifty yards from the nest 
site. 

—Carl W. Wolfe, Sr. Biologist, Re¬ 
search Section, Game, Forestation 
and Parks Commission 
(In a note accompanying this item 
Mr. Wolfe said “Though we have 
found many duck nests parasitized 
by Pheasants in the course of our 
work, this is the first instance of a 
Prairie Chicken nest brought to my 
attention.” 

Mr. Sharpe reported that the seven 
Prairie Chicken eggs sent to him 
were all fertile, with the embryos 
about 75% developed.) 
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Book Reviews 


BIRDS OF THE BLACK HILLS. 
—by Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. and 
Nathaniel R. Whitney, Jr., published 
by the Laboratory of Ornithology at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. 
1965: 139 pp. $2.50. 

Special publication Number 1 of 
the Cornell Laboratory is a paper¬ 
backed bulletin illustrated with draw¬ 
ings by George Miksch Sutton and 
William C. Dilger. It not only lists 
the birds that might be found in the 
Black Hills and their status but tells 
something of the ecology of the area 
and gives photographs of Harney 
Peak, the Badlands and some other 
scenes. A map and “Gazetteer” direct 
one’s attention to the points of inter¬ 
est. 

BIRDS OF THE BLACK HILLS 
is a good traveling companion for 
the bird student and the general 
naturalist who might take in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota during a 
vacation or for some serious study. 
—Doris Gates 

THE WORLD OF BIRDS.—by 
James Fisher and Roger Tory Peter¬ 
son. Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
Garden City, New York. 288 pp. 
$22.95 

James Fisher and Roger Tory Pe¬ 
terson, well known ornithologists of 
Great Britain and the United States, 
have collaborated in publications be¬ 
fore to the benefit of bird students. 
THE WORLD OF BIRDS is a most 
colorful (paintings by Peterson) 
large volume encompassing introduc¬ 
tion to bird study as books, binocu¬ 
lars, recorders, and cameras that 
might be useful; origin and adapta¬ 
tions of birds and examples of famil¬ 
ies from all over the world; something 
of the history of hunting by early 


man, and the place of birds in their 
cultures; and societies dealing with 
birds. The major part of the book 
(100 pp.) is taken up with world 
maps that show graphically the dis¬ 
tribution of families of birds. 

The book is very colorful, deals 
with a large number of topics, and 
would certainly arouse interest. It is 
more for the un-initiated but valu¬ 
able source material for one who al¬ 
ready knows something about the 
the subject. —Doris Gates 

NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 
EGGS.—by Chester A. Reed, Revised 
Edition. Dover Publications, Inc., 
New York. 372 pp. 566 photographs 
of eggs, 51 plates and 31 other photo¬ 
graphs of nests and the like, all in 
black and white. $3.00 

North America in this case means 
north of the Mexican border plus 
Baja California. This is a revised 
edition of a book originally published 
in 1904, which was “a description of 
how, when and where they build their 
nests, and the appearance of their 
eggs”. Those who want a reference 
book to determine such information 
for a particular species will be satis¬ 
fied ; those who want a book that will 
enable them to identify an unknown 
egg or unknown nest will have a 
harder time of it, for the book does 
not contain any “key” or the like by 
which an egg or nest may be quickly 
and easily identified. Identification is 
a matter of considering what species 
might be involved and then eliminat¬ 
ing those whose descriptions don’t 
fit. If the searcher has not included 
the proper species in his list of pos¬ 
sibilities he will come up with the 
wrong answer or no answer. —Ed. 
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Duck, Ring-necked, 16, 36, 55 
Ruddy, 36, 56 

Wood, 10, 16, 36, 46, 47, 51, 55 
species, 32, 54 
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Long, Loris, 30 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared, 45, 64, 
67 

Lapland, 32, 34, 45, 64 
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Meeting, The Sixty-fourth Annual, 47 
Merganser, Common, 16, 30, 36, 56 
Hooded, 16, 56, 67 
Red-breasted, 30(2), 36, 56 
Mockingbird, 11, 41, 60 
Morris, Mr. and Mrs. Lee, 20 

Lee, Glossy Ibis in York County, 6 
Rosalind, 29 
Morrow, Ronnie, 29 
Morton, Margaret, 9 
Mowery, Mrs. B. F., 46, 64 
Murphy, Mrs. S. L., 30 
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White-crowned, 18, 29, 32, 45, 48, 
54, 64 
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Stacey, E. T., 29 
Starling, 12, 17, 20, 31, 42, 48, 61 
Stein, Ruth, 29 
Stilt, Black-necked, 17 
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